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Shawn Dougan addresses the members at the Kickoff Meeting on the activities at the January Auctions. 
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Our 2017 Club year of activ-

ities officially began in mid-

February with the much an-

ticipated annual Kick-Off 

Meeting at Hyman Ltd. fol-

lowed a week later by our 

2nd Annual Trivia Night 

fundraiser.  In early March 

the ever popular Spirit 

Nights resumed after a win-

ter hiatus, and the highlight 

of the evening was not only 

great Italian food, but also an 

interesting and informative 

presentation on the Fleet-

wood Body Company by our 

own Jim Schild.  

    The Spring-like weather 

we've been enjoying lately is 

no doubt giving us all the 

itch to get our cars out and 

ready for touring and local 

events.  Speaking of local 

events, the annual Easter 

Concours d' Elegance is one 

of our town's best, and once 

again the Horseless Carriage 

Club is reserving a prime 

spot for us on the Upper 

Muny Parking Lot show 

field.  Our Classics prove to 

be the main attraction year 

after year, and its great pub-

licity for our Club as well as 

an opportunity to attract new 

members.  I have high hopes 

for a great turn-out of Clas-

sics. 

    Our town is also the host 

city for two important Clas-

sic Car events taking place in 

the Spring, namely the Up-

per Midwest Region's CAR-

avan which commences in 

St. Louis in May, and the 

Pierce-Arrow Society 60th 

Annual Meeting in 

June.  Our Club has been 

welcomed to participate in 

each of these events, and 

more information will be 

forthcoming soon. 

The Activities Committee is 

working on many other 

events, which when final-

ized, will be announced via 

the Spark Plug or email 

blast.  Please know that we 

want to make this an exciting 

and event filled year for you 

and our Region. 

 

John 

 
New Website Now Live 

Check out the new SSR website at 

www.spiritccca.com.  There are 

links to all sorts of interesting pag-

es, a calendar of upcoming events, 

and so much more.  Don’t see your 

car listed, or have an interesting 

photo to share?  Send to webmas-

ter@yahoo.com and we’ll get it on 

the website. 
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A Very Special Anniversary 
by John Lowell 

 

Torn between his car being partially disassembled, 

and unsure whether the snow would be flying in 

mid-February, Wendell Smith was a bit hesitant to 

commit his Classic Rolls-Royce to an anniversary 

event, even for an iconic company in town…..and 

rightly so. For many of us, our cars are put in hi-

bernation for the winter months until the spring 

thaw, and maybe, just maybe, on an Indian summer 

day we get them out for a spin. But Wendell’s car, 

especially the year it was built, was of special sig-

nificance to this particular event, for it was an anni-

versary for both the company and the car. You see, 

Bissinger’s Chocolatier and Wendell’s 1927 Rolls-

Royce were both celebrating a 90 year milestone. 

    The event was held on Friday, February 16, 

2017, at a beautiful St. Louis home, and as luck 

would have it, Wendell was able to get the car 

ready in time, and together we drove to the party, 

both of us decked in dark suits for the occasion, 

one of us looking the part of a chauffeur, and the 

other his footman. Upon our arrival, the car was 

carefully positioned center stage with lights illumi-

nating her glamorous lines, and as the evening sky 

grew darker, the scene was absolutely spectacu-

lar. And the weather was picture perfect!  

    As the guests arrived, all in 1920s era dress, they 

were photographed in front of the Classic Rolls-

Royce before joining the party. It occurred to me 

that this may have been what a Gatsby party was 

like back in the twenties. And as the night wore on, 

and content that all of the guests had arrived, Wen-

dell quietly and without fanfare gently slipped the 

car down the long driveway, joyful that his Rolls-

Royce had been the centerpiece of an extra special 

evening. How sweet it was……Happy Anniver-

sary! 

 

Author’s footnote:  

 

In appreciation for the appearance of Wendell’s 

Rolls-Royce at their Anniversary Event, Bissin-

ger’s Chocolatier is donating chocolate confections 

to our Annual Meeting next November.  
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The year 2017 is off to a great start 

for the Spirit of St. Louis Region. 

The annual Membership Kick-Off 

Meeting at Hyman’s LTD near 

Westport saw a good turn-out as 

usual with a lot of our local mem-

bers attending not only to learn 

about the plans for the year but to 

have the opportunity to look over 

the fantastic Classic and collector 

cars that are available for sale. 

Amidst the Classic Cadillacs, 

Packards, Duesenbergs and Rolls-

Royce’s and others, SSR members 

heard the plans for the club and for 

the events of the upcoming year. 

    SSR member Shawn Dougan of 

Hyman’s gave the members a 

wonderful report on the activities 

at the Arizona auctions telling us 

the sales numbers and prices and 

provided us with the feeling of the 

market for those are interested in 

buying or selling Classic Cars at 

auction. Mark Hyman also talked a 

bit on his feelings and reinforced 

his desire to continue to concen-

trate on his love and interest in the 

real Classic Cars that matter to us.  

    Shannon Olson talked a bit 

about the upcoming SSR Trivia 

Night event at the Moolah Shrine 

in North County and reported that 

the previous year’s event was a 

great success and more of the same 

was to be expected this year. A 

story in this edition shows the fun 

and entertainment enjoyed by 

those who participated in the Triv-

ia Night this year.  

    We lost some good members 

last year while other long-time 

members are dealing with serious 

health problems so those members 

and their families were in the 

minds of all of us. We had a mo-

ment of silence, remembrance and 

prayer for those gone from our 

group and for those who need our 

support now.  

    Director John Lowell addressed 

the group and talked about the new 

design and layout of the Spark 

plug newsletter and the plans for a 

new magazine similar the past 

Sprit publication. That new publi-

cation will cover the articles and 

information not possible to accom-

plish within the format of the 

newsletter and keep the Spark Plug 

primarily for news and events. 

   The spring is filled with the first 

events of the year including the 

HCCM Easter Show in April, the 

Model T Club Swap meet in May 

and the CCCA Annual Meeting in 

Reno at the end of March. Check 

out the calendar of events on the 

back page of the spark Plug for a 

list of events and dates that may be 

of interest to all.  

   Remember the deadline for 

Spark Plugs contributions is the 

20th of April. 

 

Jim Schild 

Editor 

jschild@htc.net 

Across the Editor’s Desk 

IN MEMORIAM 

Marking the Passing of  Richard K. Muehlmann

Richard K. Muehlmann of Hatfield, Pennsylva-

nia and formerly of St. Louis, Missouri died 

peacefully surrounded by loved ones on February 

2, 2017 at the age of 78.Born in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, Richard was the son of the late 

Frank and Margaret Muehlmann. He graduated 

from Simon Gratz High School before entering 

the Curtis Institute of Music, graduating in 1964. 

Richard played double bass with the St. Louis 

Symphony Orchestra for 40 years, retiring in 

2005. Richard was also the Assistant Director of 

the Mississippi Valley Packard Club and a mem-

ber of the Classic Car Club of America and the 

Cadillac & La Salle Club. In his spare time, Rich-

ard enjoyed restoring antique cars, gardening and 

taking trips to ocean City, New Jersey. Several of 

his automobiles won awards. In addition to his 

former wife, Ann, he is survived by his brother, 

Robert Muehlmann, and two sisters, Marilyn Ste-

vens and Roslyn Reiss, his daughters, Margaret, 

Mary and Erica, and his grandchildren, Ryan, 

Conner, Joseph and Alicia.  
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Dear Spirit members: The late 

registrations keep coming in 
and we are glad to get them. 
We now have 83 active mem-
bers and 33 associate members.  
If you know of someone who 
has not yet registered  for the 
new year give them a call and 
encourage them to renew.   
We want to welcome one new 
member: 
 

Mr. Larry Hurn 
3918 Northgate Road 

Olney, IL   62450 
Phone: 618-553-8668 

 
    The club’s Trivia Night was a 
success. We don’t have the final 
report from our Chairwoman 
Shannon Olson, but we had 23 
members in attendance either 
working or participating.  A fun 
time was had by all.  
    I want to emphasize that par-
ticipation is the key to getting 
the most from your club. We 
will have events all year, rang-
ing from Spirit Nights on the 
first Tuesday of each month, to 
mini Caravans, picnics, assist-
ing other events that come into 
town, and visiting private car 
collections. These happen be-
cause members step up to as-

sist and help with tasks, organi-
zation, and presentations.  
    Right now we need Spirit 
Night sponsors for April, Au-
gust, and September.  How do 
you host a Spirit Night?  It is 
easy; first pick your favorite 
restaurant, second, check to 
make sure that they can handle 
seating for 25 to 30 members, 
third, make sure they can do 
individual billing on those or-
ders, and fourth take attend-
ance with the form I send you 
for gathering the Participation 
Award information and return 
to me.   
    Besides Spirit Night Hosts,  
we also have a few jobs that 
need leadership.  We need a 
Project Director to handle the 
filling and mailing of the club 
projects and we need a Partici-
pation Director to handle tally-
ing of points and ordering of 
the Participation Awards. If you 
would like to assist in anyway 
give me or our Director John 
Lowell a call. 
 
    My contact information is: 
 
    Dr. Tom Roberson 
    314-973-0731 
    34packard@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Musings
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You can now place an ad in the 
Spark Plug! Buy the full year.  

 

Full Page Ad 7x10” 

$40.00 per issue or 
$210 for a full year 

Half Page Ad 7x5” 

$30.00 per issue or 
$150 for a full year 

Business Card Ad 3.5x2” 

$20.00 per issue or 
$90.00 for a full year 

 

We ask that advertisers submit ads 
reflecting services or businesses 
consistent with our members’ in-
terests. Digital graphics are not 
required but will result in a higher 
quality advertisement. If submit-
ting a hard copy of graphics please 
make sure there are no fold lines, 
tears in the paper or information 
that is not accurate. 

  

Make checks payable to: 

Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA 

Send payment and 
graphics to:  
Jim Schild, 

5 Rowan Oak Lane 
Columbia, IL 62236-4148 

jschild@htc.net 

For more information con-
tact: 618-281-3311 

Payment in full must be received before 
ads are published. Ads must be received 
prior to each deadline. If purchasing full 
year package the same graphics and or 
wording will be used each time unless 
otherwise notified before the next dead-
line. Deadlines are the 20th of every 
other month. Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA reserves the right to refuse adver-
tisement space. The Spirit of St. Louis 
region CCCA does not assume liability, 
either implied or expressed as to accura-
cy of any ad. The Spirit of St. Louis Re-
gion CCCA does not insure or endorse 
any product or services advertised. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

mailto:jschild@htc.net
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. 2017 Membership Kickoff Meeting at Hyman’s 

 



2017 SSR Annual Trivia Night 

Volunteer Thank You: 

 

REGISTRATION TABLE Caro Williams 

MULLIGAN, PREGAME SALES Ron Olson & Dave Groerich 

50/50 TICKET SALES Judy Huster -Wheels in Motion 

50/50 TICKET SALES Barb Kundsen – Lead 

TABLE RUNNER Bill Brecht - Wheels in Motion 

TABLE RUNNER Ken Crowder - Wheels in Motion  

TABLE RUNNER Don Wallace - Wheels in Motion  

TABLE RUNNER Don Huster - Wheels in Motion  

TABLE RUNNER Al Mercer-Wheels in Motion  

TABLE RUNNER Tom Taylor – Wheels in Motion 

RAFFLE TICKET SALES Dolores Cytron -Wheels in Motion  

RAFFLE TICKET SALES Sharon Mercer -Wheels in Motion  

RAFFLE/SILENT AUCTION TABLE & 

CORPORATE DONATIONS 
Katie Yant – Lead 

RAFFLE/SILENT AUCTION TABLE Patrick Cunningham -Wheels in Motion  

RAFFLE/SILENT AUCTION TABLE Bill Sheffer -Wheels in Motion 

RAFFLE/SILENT AUCTION TABLE Karla Sheffer – Wheels in Motion 

JUDGE/SCORE TALLY Ron Olson – Lead 

JUDGE Dave Groerich 

JUDGE John Groll 

JUDGE Dave Yant 

JUDGE John Lowell 

JUDGE Elliott Cytron-Wheels in Motion 

PHONE PATROL Lily Olson 

EVENT MCS Dr. Tom Roberson & Alex Olson 

BANK Kevin Williams – LEAD & Caro Williams 

BANK/CREDIT CARDS Joe Krzan Jr. & Christine Randazzo-Krzan 

AV Jon Williams - LEAD 

VOLUNTEER FOOD Caro Williams 

SET UP Ron, Shannon, Alex & Lily Olson 
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Sponsor Thank You: 
Gabor Mayer 
Larry Hassel 
Tom and Chaille Roberson 
Dave Groerich 
John Lowell 
John Groll 
Todd Tobiaz 
Ron and Shannon Olson 
Kevin & Caro Williams 
Leon & Linda Hill 
Alan Franz 
John Gibson 
Yolandea Wood 
Randall’s Wines & Spirits 
Genesis Catering 
St. Louis Gateway Arch  
Gateway Grizzlies  
54th Street Bar & Grill 
Kennelwood Pet Resort 
Stampin’ Up 
Six Flags 
Portrait Innovations 
The Pasta House Co. 
Archway Olds Club 
Swing Around Fun Town 
AMC Movie Theatres 
EPC Computers 
River City Rascals 
Lowell Manufacturing 
The Magic House 
O’Reilly Auto Parts 
 

Stats To Mention: 
-We had over $4,000.00 in Silent Auction and 

Raffle Baskets Donated 

-Ruth Olson (SSR CCCA Member) won the 50/50 

Drawing of $233.00 and donated it back to our 

club! 

-There were 25 tables of participants, and 205 par-

ticipants total 

-Participants represented members from: 

Spirit of St. Louis Region Classic Car 

Club 

Wheels In Motion 

Archway Oldsmobile Club 

ELCO Chevrolet 

Gateway Camaro Club 

Clean Cut Creations 

Gateway AMC Association 

Gateway Buick Club 

Gateway City AACA 

Gateway GTO Club 

Greater St. Louis Vintage Chevy Club 

Museum of Transportation 

Mid-America Arms 

Pontiac Club 

Porsche Club 

Fabulous 50s Car Club 

Horseless Carriage Club 

Model T Ford Club 

Model A Club 

Mississippi Valley Packard Club 

VW Club 

Corvette Club 

Mustang Club 

Plymouth Club 

Midwest Franklin Club 

Cadillac/LaSalle Club 

Auburn Cord Duesenberg Club 

Stage and Screen at Trivia Night 2017 

Christine Randazzo and Ron Olson selling pre-

games and mulligans before Trivia begins. 
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2017 Trivia Night Continued 

 

Silent auction tables offered a wealth of art. Trivia Night 2017 was a full house full of fun. 

Everyone had a great time and met new friends. Archway Olds members enjoying the night. 

Judges (left to right) John Groll, Dave Groerich, 

Elliot Cytron, John Lowell, Dave Yant, Ron Ol-

son. MC’s Alex Olson and Dr. Tom Roberson. 

Ron and Alex Olson in action. 
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March 7, 2017 Spirit Night at 

Trattoria Toscana 

 
Spirit Night is back for 2017 after a long winter hiatus, and 22 people gathered at an excellent Italian restaurant in 

South County called Trattoria Toscana. We were given a private dining area just opposite the main en-

trance to the restaurant, and had the attention of two excellent servers. The aroma of Italian cuisine filled 

the air, and as I perused the menu I wondered what lovely dish was giving off those wonderful scents.  I 

think everyone in attendance agreed that they had ordered just the right thing, for the consensus was that 

everything was delicious. 

    After dinner, fellow member, author and SSR Spark Plug editor Jim Schild gave a very interesting 

and informative talk on the history of the Fleetwood Body Company. Jim is an expert on this subject 

having authored a fascinating book on Fleetwood, entitled Fleetwood The Company and The 

Coachcraft. He received two prestigious awards for his highly acclaimed work, the Cadillac & La Salle 

Club Maurice Hendry Award and the AACA Thomas McKean Memorial Cup. 

 

John Lowell 

 



 

Spirit of St. Louis Region 

Classic Car Club of America 

 

Jim Schild, Editor 
5 Rowan Oak Lane 

Columbia, IL  62236 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 2017  

>>Spirit Night — Trattoria Toscana, St. Louis, MO  -  John Lowell March 7 

>>CCCA Annual Meeting — Reno, Nevada March 29—April 2 

Motorcycle Board Track Racing Presentation—Feasting Fox - March 21 & 28 

 April 2017 

>>Spirit Night— Location TBA— Richard Quick - April 4 

HCCM Easter Concours d’Elegance — Upper Muny Lot April 16 

Golden Age of Autos Presentation—History Museum. Gerald Perschbacher—  April 30 

May 2017  

Model T Swap Meet — Gateway Motorsports Park, Madison, IL May 7 

>>Nordic Caravan in South — St. Louis, MO May 12 

>>Grand Classic (Joint CCCA and AACA meet) — Auburn, IN May 12-13 

June 2017  

>>CCCA Museum Experience — Hickory Corners, MI June 4 

Pierce-Arrow Society 60th Annual Meeting — St. Louis, MO June 7-10 


