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Spirit Region Classics are represented well in a beautiful setting on the front lawns of the  

Pavilion at Hunter Farms along with cars on the Nordic CARavan.  Photo courtesy Larry Hassel. 
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I t’s been a busy… and fun 
time during the late Spring 

and early Summer months in 
the Spirit Region.  In mid-May 
a number of our members 
joined up with the Upper Mid-
west Region CCCA during the 
start of their Nordic CARavan 
to New Orleans.  We enjoyed a 
delicious barbecue and some 
great Classics on a splendid day 
at the pavilion on the beautiful 
grounds of Hunter Farms.  New 
Member Larry Hassel took 
some dramatic aerial photos of 
the cars from his drone, so look 
for the article and photos inside 
this issue. 
 We had even more going on 
in early June.  On Saturday 
June 3rd, we were hosted by 
Greg Rhomberg at the Antique 
Warehouse, an incredible col-
lection of late 19th Century and 
early 20th Century artifacts of 
old St. Louis.  A great turnout 
of over  50 Club members and 
guests attended, and to top 
things off we were treated to 
some delicious ice cream from 
Greg’s vintage soda foun-
tain.  More on this event on 
pages 10-11. 
 The next day on Sunday, June 
4th, seven of our members 
brought out their cars to the 
Frank Lloyd Wright House 
Benefit located in Epsworth 
Park in Kirkwood.  Despite the 
threat of rain early in the after-
noon, and then a downpour 
toward the end of the event, it 
was a fun afternoon.  This is an 
annual event, and we look for-
ward to being invited back next 
year. 
 And finally, the following 
week saw the Pierce-Arrow So-
ciety come to town to celebrate 
their 60th Annual Meeting.  A 
number of Spirit Region mem-
bers also belong to the Pierce-
Arrow Society, and they en-

joyed a week full of activities 
and tours, culminating in a 
great show at the Museum of 
Transportation.  Don’t miss 
Duane Wesche’s terrific article 
and recap of each day’s events 
that appears on the homepage 
of our website. 

 So, we’ve had lots going on in 
our Region for the first half of 
the year, and we hope to add a 
tour or two to insure that the 
second half of the year is equal-
ly exciting.  If you’ve missed 
some of our events thus far this 
year, that’s okay, but do consid-
er coming out, perhaps to a 
Spirit Night, to join fellow en-
thusiasts who share your pas-
sion for the greatest era of mo-
torcars ever built. 
 I hope your Summer has been 
a Classic one! 
 
John Lowell, Regional Director 
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“We’ve had lots going 
on in our Region the 
first half  of  the 
year…” 





T he Spirit of St. Louis Re-
gion season of summer ac-

tivities is warming up, maybe a 
lot more than we would like, 
but our members are making 
the most of it. Your editor is 
still more than occupied trying 
to get this last book project 
done for my publisher so Direc-
tor John Lowell has stepped in 
again to fill in for me. This 
should be the last ever for these 
projects so I should be getting 
back to regular work very soon.  
 Members have already en-
joyed a number of great and fun 
events and Spirit Nights around 
town and across the country so 
if you have not been a part of 
them it is time to get out your 
Classic and make it happen for 

you and your friends. Of course, 
one of the best events so far was 
the June 3rd tour at the Antique 
Warehouse in South St. Louis 
hosted by Greg Rhomberg. The 
details of the tour is covered 
well by the story in this issue by 
your Director John Lowell. 
Soon after that one, the Pierce-
Arrow Society hosted their 2017 
National meeting in our town, 
giving many of our members a 
rare opportunity to see some of 

these fabulous Classics. My fa-
vorite was the beautifully re-
stored hearse owned by my 
friend Mike Riefer from Owens-
ville, Missouri. Mike has one of 
the finest collections of rare 
hearses and ambulances in the 
country among his 60 or so cars 
of all types, and he always en-
joys showing them. 
 Myrna and I took a rare trip 
to French Lick, Indiana June 
24th for the RROC 2017 Nation-
al Meet to show our 1948 Rolls-
Royce Silver Wraith West-
moreland Speedster (nc) once 
owned by local Classic Car col-
lector Norris Allen. At the show, 
we enjoyed talking with one of 
our favorite SSR and RROC 
members, Bill Davis. Bill visited 
his friend Norris many times 
while he was building this unu-
sual car fifty years ago so he 
was glad to see it out and 
shown to the public. Read more 
about this on pages 6-7. 
 Remember the deadline for 
the next issue of the Spark Plug 
is the 20th of August.  
 

Jim Schild, Editor 
jschild@htc.net 

Across the Editor’s Desk
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You can now place an ad in the 
Spark Plug! Buy the full year.  

 

Full Page Ad 7x10” 

$40.00 per issue or 
$210 for a full year 

Half Page Ad 7x5” 

$30.00 per issue or 
$150 for a full year 

Business Card Ad 3.5x2” 

$20.00 per issue or 
$90.00 for a full year 

 

We ask that advertisers submit ads 
reflecting services or businesses 
consistent with our members’ in-
terests. Digital graphics are not 
required but will result in a higher 
quality advertisement. If submit-
ting a hard copy of graphics please 
make sure there are no fold lines, 
tears in the paper or information 
that is not accurate. 

  

Make checks payable to: 

Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA 

Send payment and 
graphics to:  
Jim Schild, 

5 Rowan Oak Lane 
Columbia, IL 62236-4148 

jschild@htc.net 

For more information con-
tact: 618-281-3311 

Payment in full must be received before 
ads are published. Ads must be received 
prior to each deadline. If purchasing full 
year package the same graphics and or 
wording will be used each time unless 
otherwise notified before the next dead-
line. Deadlines are the 20th of every 
other month. Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA reserves the right to refuse adver-
tisement space. The Spirit of St. Louis 
region CCCA does not assume liability, 
either implied or expressed as to accura-
cy of any ad. The Spirit of St. Louis Re-
gion CCCA does not insure or endorse 
any product or services advertised. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

“…one of  the best 
events so far was the 
tour at the Antique 
Warehouse…” 

mailto:jschild@htc.net


D ear Spirit Members: I am 
pleased to report that two 

new members have joined our 
ranks bringing our total mem-
bership to 88 members. We are 
growing as a Region and are 
well on our way to our Direc-
tor’s stated goal of 100 mem-
bers by the end of the year. We 
can all be goodwill ambassa-
dors of our Club, so if you know 
or hear of anyone interested in 
becoming a member, please 
direct them to the website to 
join, or let us know and we will 

reach out to them. And remem-
ber, ownership of a Classic is 
not a requirement of member-
ship. 
 I want to also say a word 
about participation. In a word, 
it’s been fantastic! Whether it’s 
been a Spirit Night or any of 
the other activities we’ve en-
joyed this Summer, like the 
BBQ with the Nordic CARavan 
or the Antique Warehouse tour, 
the attendance has been mar-
velous. It may not sound like a 
lot, but we had 7 members 
bring out their Classics to the 
Frank Lloyd Wright House 
Benefit in early June on an 
overcast grey day with an ever 
present threat of rain. I think 
that speaks well of our Region 
and members. 

 Want to get more involved in 
a Club activity? Why not spon-
sor a Spirit Night… we are in 
need of someone to sponsor the 
September Spirit Night sched-
uled for Tuesday, September 
5th. If you are interested in host-
ing that evening, please let me 
or our Director know the venue 
and we will get it published in 
the Spark Plug newsletter and 
posted on the website. 
 

Dr. Tom Roberson 
34packard@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Musings

“Remember, owner-
ship of  a Classic is 
not a requirement of  
membership.” 

mailto:34packard@sbcglobal.net


M 
yrna and I had visited the fabulous 
French Lick Resort in Indiana only 
twice before. The first was at the 
RROC National Meet in 1996 where 

we displayed our 1948 Rolls-Royce Westmoreland 
Speedster (nc). The second was in 2014 at the 
Model a Restorer’s Club National Meet where I 
hauled my almost finished 1931 Ford AA truck 
(nc) to drive for the first time. We stayed at the 
French Lick Resort Hotel in 2014 and enjoyed it 
very much. This past June 24, we attended the 
RROC 2017 National Meet for one day only and 
again took our unusual Westmoreland Speedster 
to display for the crowd. 
    This time, the standard rooms at French Lick 
were booked and we had to stay at the beautiful, 
but more expensive, West Baden Resort about a 

mile away. It was worth the extra cost and the two 
hotels actually work together on everything. This 
place is more than 100 years old, recently remod-
eled and was once called “The Eighth Wonder of 
the World” due to its fabulous five-story domed 
atrium and luxurious architecture and furnish-
ings. The people, the service and facilities were 
the best in every way. 
    Myrna and I and the car were out before 0700 
Saturday morning, but we had to wait to move 
onto the field, which was the huge driving range 
of the resort’s famous golf course, home of many 
PGA and LGPA tournaments through the years. 
The rain had been relentless the past week and we 
almost did not get to use the course, but soon we 
were allowed on anyway and the day’s activities 
went ahead. The first person we saw was SSR 

Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club  
2017 National Meet at French Lick Resort  
Spirit Region’s Wendell Smith Earns First Place Awards  
in Division and Best Personal Restoration 
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Myrna and Jim Schild with friend and fellow Spirit Region member Bill Davis and their 1948 Silver Wraith Westmoreland Speedster. 



  

AUGUST SPIRIT NIGHT 

LESTER’S SPORTS BAR & GRILL 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2017 @ 6:30 PM 

 

S ome sports bars tend to be watering holes that serve 
food as an afterthought. Not so at Lester’s! Here it’s 

hard to say which is more appealing—the authentic, home-
made dishes coming out of the chef’s show kitchen or the 
upscale ambiance of the massive sports bar. Feast your 
eyes on dozens of HD flat screens as you feast your taste 
buds on the mind-blowing, gargantuan New York-style 
deli sandwiches or fall-off-the-bone tender baby back ribs 
(smoked four-and-a-half hours).  
 
Hosted by Todd Tobiasz 
 
9906 Clayton Road 
Ladue, MO  63124 
314-994-0055  

member Ralph Curzon, who with his son Simon, 
were charged with placing the cars on the field. 
Simon was not familiar with our strange Silver 
Wraith so he looked at it a little questioning 
when we drove onto the field. 
     Many of the old time national members pre-
sent actually knew about the car and were very 
pleased to see it. It was first shown in 1972 by 
builder and owner Norris Allen, Classic Car Club 
member and collector and friend of many in St. 
Louis. We had a very nice visit with SSR member 
Bill Davis who was a great friend of Norris and 
visited him many times while the speedster was 
being built during the years 1966-1971. 
   One of the first cars we saw as we drove in was 
the red 1927 Rolls-Royce Phantom I Windovers 
All-Weather Phaeton owned by SSR member 
Wendell Smith. Wendell was there along with 
Robbie Keene and SSR member John Gibson and 
his wife, Rose, who came along to help Wendell 
with the car and enjoy the show. The cars were 
arranged in circles according to class and spread 
throughout the field with lots of space for every-
one to casually visit all of them throughout the 
day.  
    At the end of the day, Wendell and his car won 
first place in the Phantom I Division and Best 
Personal Restoration so he deserves our sincere 
congratulations. We won an unexpected beautiful 

ribbon for Special Recognition for the speedster 
because many liked its originality and unusual 
coachwork among all of the mostly newer cars on 
the field. Everyone had a great time except for 
those who were there all week for the endless 
rain. Our speedster was featured on the French 
Lick Facebook page soon after. 
 

Story by Jim Schild 
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Wendell Smith wins first place in the Phantom I Division and Best Personal 

Restoration. 



A bird’s eye view of Classics arriving at Hunter Farms. 
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T he much anticipated Nordic 
CARavan in South hosted by 

the Upper Midwest Region be-
gan their journey in St. Louis 
with registration at the host ho-
tel, the Westport Double Tree, 
on Friday, May 12, 2017. Volun-
teers from the Spirit Region 
were on hand to help with regis-
tration, including Barb Knudsen, 
John Gibson and John Lowell. 
 On Friday evening, partici-
pants in the CARavan drove 
their Classics from the hotel to 
an open house at the nearby Hy-
man Ltd. collection hosted by 
Spirit Region member Mark Hy-
man.  Mark's eclectic inventory 
of automobiles is very diverse 
and always changing, and it was 
evident that the evening event 
was a great start to the weekend 
ahead in St. Louis. 
 On Saturday the CARavan be-
gan the day with an early morn-
ing tour to the fabulous Guyton 
collection hosted by long time 
Spirit Region member Fred Guy-
ton and Dave Groerich, followed 
by a short drive to the Hunter 
Classics facility near the western 
edge of Lambert International 
Airport hosted by member Steve 
Brauer. Several Spirit Region 
members and their cars arrived 
at Hunter Classics to join up 
with the Nordic CARavan to tour 
together to a barbecue picnic at 
Hunter Farms in suburban St. 
Louis. Among them were Bob 
Schuman, Joe Walsh, Jim 
Schloeman, George and Sue 
Dorris, John and Rose Gibson 
and Phil Taxman. 
 Another group of Spirit Region 
members met up with the CARa-
van at Hunter Farms. On their 
way to the pavilion the cars were 
seen and photographed through 
the lens of an aerial drone cam-
era guided by new Club member, 
Larry Hassel. Larry is a very cre-

Nordic CARavan in South 
Spirit Region joins the CARavan in an afternoon BBQ 

Dramatic aerial drone photo captures Classics on the pavilion's front lawn. 

Classics gather at Hunter Classics, one of the stops on the tour. 
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ative and talented photographer 
who also captured a number of 
exquisite photos of the Classics 
displayed on the front lawns of 
the Pavilion.   
 The perfect Spring weather 
under magnificent blue skies 
brought out thirty beautiful Clas-
sics, among them several from 
the Spirit Region, including Ran-
dall Andrae's 1925 Rolls-Royce, 
John Gibson's 1931 Pierce-Arrow 
Touring,  Phil Taxman's 1939 
Jaguar SS, Wendell Smith's 1927 
Rolls-Royce P1 Windovers, Bob 
Radel's 1938 Packard Sedan, 
Kevin Williams' 1938 Cadillac 
Fleetwood, Bob Schuman's 1941 
Cadillac 60 Special, George Ran-
dall's 1948 Jaguar, and Joe Wal-
sh's 1941 Packard.  
 The two oldest cars on the 
tour, also from the Spirit Region, 
were Helen Cole Imbs' 1919 Cole 
Tourster and a 1924 Dorris Tour-
ing owned by George and Sue 
Dorris.  Helen also displayed sev-
eral rare pieces of Cole memora-
bilia from her extensive collection. 
 After a welcoming comment 
from tour organizer and Upper 
Midwest Region member Web-
ster Peterson, a group photo of 
all of the CARavan participants 
was taken followed by a gift 
presentation to Spirit Region 
member Steve Brauer, our host 
for the afternoon. By this time, 
we were all ready for a wonder-
ful barbecue buffet served by 
Super Smokers. 
 At the conclusion of lunch and 
with one more tour stop on the 
CARavan’s agenda prior to their 
drive back to the hotel, we bid 
them safe travels and good wish-
es for a fun trip to their ultimate 
destination in New Orleans. 
 
 
Story by John Lowell 
Photos courtesy Larry Hassel 

CARavan participants gather for a group photo under the pavilion. 

Guests enjoy a delicious afternoon BBQ buffet. 

A classic profile of CARavan cars. 
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E very town should have a street named Happy 
Lane!  The word ‘happy’ is synonymous with 

cheerful, ecstatic, joyful and upbeat.  However it 
is defined, we all yearn for happiness as a perma-
nent state of mind, don’t we? 
 Well, St. Louis does have a Happy Lane, and 
that’s where over fifty members and guests of the 
Spirit Region gathered on Saturday, June 3, 2017, 
for a tour of the Antique Warehouse, Greg and 
Ann Rhomberg’s personal collection of late 19th 
century and early 20th century artifacts of old St. 
Louis.  It’s the anticipation of what you are about 
to experience that creates excitement and then… a 
feeling of happiness that where you are is where 
you should be at that moment in time. 
 The Antique Warehouse is a treasure trove of 
neon signs, vintage cars, campers, tractors, fire 
engines, coin operated machines and so much 
more!  Upon entering the facility visitors are en-
couraged to sign a guest register before entering 
the collection which begins in the front hall gal-
lery with an array of display cases filled with eve-
rything from smaller collectibles to model toy 
trains.  A pair of antique Koken barber chairs oc-
cupies a prominent spot nearby.   
 One of the few remaining Bevo Boats, a promo-
tional vehicle built on a 1930 Cadillac chassis by 
Anheuser-Busch, resides just outside the gallery 
in the main warehouse.  Behind that is a beauti-
fully restored General Monarch fire engine built 
in St. Louis, and nearby is a row of antique fire 

hydrants standing like sentries. Goodness knows 
how many fires the big engine and the street cor-
ner hydrants may have helped extinguish when 
they were in service.   
 Along the walls are rows of shelving displaying 
antique soda machines, gumball machines and 
soda fountain equipment. Hanging from the raft-
ers throughout the main room are a multitude of 
signs, some porcelain, others tin, and still others 
bright and flashing neon.  The neon signs are all 
functional, and long ago provided illuminated 
advertisements to cajole St. Louisans into pur-
chasing things like Budweiser or Falstaff beer, 
Buster Brown Shoes and Pevely Ice Cream.  I had 

The Antique Warehouse Tour 
Story by John Lowell 
Photos courtesy Kevin Williams 

Bevo Boat, a promotional vehicle built on a 1930  
Cadillac chassis by Anheuser-Busch.  

TOP: Antique gumball machines. BOTTOM:  A plethora of neon 
signs light up the Antique Warehouse. 



often wondered what became of the Busch’s 
Grove sign that for years identified the old, and 
now long gone 1890s restaurant at Clayton and 
Price Roads, and looking up it was no surprise to 
see that it was rescued and safe in Greg’s collec-
tion.  In the background, one hears the din of 
working pinball machines and the sound of an 
oldie playing on a juke box.  Everyone is happy! 
 And there's still more to experience!  A short 
walk from the main warehouse leads to another 
smaller room that houses more ancient fire en-
gines, one a big MACK (pardon the pun) from the 
teens bearing the name of the City of Floral Park 
Centre, New York, and the other a gleaming 1927 

Ahrens-Fox pumper.  This room gives way to an 
even bigger garage area where you will find sever-
al beautifully restored Model A Fords, an unre-
stored popcorn wagon that still functions as new, 
and two classic vintage campers, houses on 
wheels as it were, that allowed families and 
friends to travel far from home and enjoy the 
great outdoors.  And tucked away in the back of 
the garage is a 1948 White Super Power school 
bus converted to a camper and painted in a psy-
chedelic color scheme.  The destination sign on 
the bus reads Farther, a tongue-in-cheek nod to 
Ken Kesey and the Merry Prankster’s bus Further. 
 It may come as no surprise but there’s more to 
this collection than what was present on our vis-
it.  That’s because the Rhomberg’s curated and 
provided many items to the exhibits Route 66 at 
the Missouri History Museum and Trails and Ta-
les at the Museum of Transportation. 
 As if we weren't smiling enough at all of this, 
Greg treated everyone to ice cream with a choice 
of every imaginable topping dispensed from a so-
da fountain from another era. 
 So the next time you see or hear of an unusual 
historical item, especially one with a St. Louis 
background, remember to contact the Rhomberg’s 
and they will see to it that it is preserved for fu-
ture generations to enjoy.  
 We will not soon forget a happy day on Happy 
Lane… thank you Greg and Ann Rhomberg!   

11 

TOP: Working pinball machines.  
BOTTOM: STL FD fire engine and Model A pickup. 

Fully functional popcorn wagon. 



 

Spirit of St. Louis Region 

Classic Car Club of America 

 

Jim Schild, Editor 
5 Rowan Oak Lane 

Columbia, IL  62236 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
August 2017  

SSR Spirit Night — Lester’s Sports Bar & Grill August 1 

Milwaukee Concours d’Elegance  August 5-6 

8th Annual Veterans Charity Car Show  August 19 

Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance  August 20 

September 2017  

Des Moines Concours d’Elegance  September 10 

5th Annual St. Martin De Porres Car Show  September 16 

Bethesda—Dilworth Classic Car Show September 16 

October 2017  

Northern California Region Grand Classic  October 1 

Arizona Region Scenic West Caravan October 14-22 

For more details on any of the events listed above, please visit our website. 

www.spiritccca.com 


