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Richard H. Olson Member of Excellence Award 2016 winner, Mr. Fred Weber., with Willete and David Weber. 
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I n this, my first Director’s 
Message, I wanted to first 

and foremost wish you a Happy 
New Year, and express my grat-
itude for the confidence you 
have placed in me to lead the 
club as your new Director.  I 
follow in the footsteps of an 
amazing group of people who 
have served in this role, and I 
know I have big shoes to fill. 
 You also elected a great group 
of individuals who will form our 
new Board of Managers, and I 
extend to them a warm wel-
come and appreciation for their 
willingness to serve in a leader-
ship capacity.  We have already 
had our first Board Meeting, 
and I think we are off to a great 
start.  You have my assurance 
that we will work hard to make 
YOUR region the best that it 
can be. 
 While we are still formulating 
the activities and events for the 
New Year, the annual Kick-Off 
Meeting at Hyman Ltd. is final-
ized, and the date has been set 
for Saturday, February 18, 
2017, from 11:00 AM to 2:00 
PM.  This event has become an 
SSR favorite, and for good rea-
son.  Mark and Shawn and the 
crew at Hyman Ltd. have been 
hosting this event for more 
than ten years, and they always 
have an eclectic collection of 
pre and post-war Full Classics, 
and other special interest auto-
mobiles on display.  Better still, 
they are all available for sale, so 
bring your checkbooks along! 
 Later in the month of Febru-
ary, the SSR will host its 2nd 
Annual Trivia Night. The date 
for this event is Friday, Febru-
ary 24, 2017, from 7:00 PM to 
11:00 PM, and the location is 
the same as last year………
Moolah Shrine, 12545 Fee Fee 
Road, St. Louis, MO  63146.  
Please consider attending this 

event in some capacity, whether 
it be as a participant, volunteer 
or donor.  No matter what your 
level of participation may be, 
you will be supporting a very 
worthwhile cause as a portion 
of the night’s proceeds benefit 
the Wheels in Motion National 
Children’s Cancer Society Fund. 
 Beginning in March, the ever 
popular Spirit Night outings 
will commence once again.  
Mark your calendar to convene 
at Trattoria Toscana on Tues-
day evening, March 7th.  
 Along with planning the 
events calendar, we are also 
working on some exciting pro-
jects to give our club a different 
look and feel, including a new 
logo, website and Spark Plug 
newsletter.  The photos that 
you have submitted for the 
website, and the excellent re-
sponse rate on the recent ques-
tionnaire tells me that you con-
tinue to embrace an active, for-
ward thinking club intent on 
furthering our passion for the 
Classics.  I can assure you of the 
Board’s commitment to deliver 
for you.    
 
 

John Lowell, Regional Director 
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T he first 2017 issue of the 
Spirit of St. Louis Region 

Spark Plug newsletter is a little 
late getting out but that is only 
because great new changes and 
design improvements are being 
developed by your new Director, 
John Lowell and your editor. 
Good things take time and it will 
all be worth it in the end. John 
believes that members would be 
better served by using the news-
letter as just that, a way of pre-
senting news and announce-
ments of immediate importance 
to members. The “Rest of the 
story” as it were, with feature 
and technical articles will be 
presented in a new and separate 
magazine type publication simi-
lar to the Spirit publication of 
past years. All of this work and 
development is in the works but 
it will take time to create the 
best product. More information 
will be forthcoming.  
 The first month of the year as 
usual, is without any special 
events but preparation is al-
ready being made for the big 

Membership Kickoff Meeting at 
the Hyman, Ltd. facility in 
Westport on February 18th at 1 
p.m... This has always been a 
popular and well-attended 
event so be sure to keep that 
date open. In addition to the 
planning and announcement of 
the many great and exciting 
events and meeting for the up-
coming year, members are al-
ways in awe of the fabulous col-
lection of Classic Cars and other 
collector vehicles for sale at Hy-
man’s. Remember, Mark has 
expanded his facilities in the 
past couple of years so if you 
were not there last year you will 
be in for a big surprise.  
 Don’t forget to make plans for 
the second annual Spirit of St. 
Louis Region Trivia Night, to be 
held at the Moolah Shrine in 
northwest St. Louis County on 
February 24th. This very success-
ful event was created last year 
by our former Director, Shan-
non Olson and provides not only 
fun for those attending, but 
brings additional financial bene-

fit to the club that will allow us 
to offer more to our members. 
 One of the bigger events to 
concern SSR members in 2017 
will be the Nordic CARavan pre-
sented by the Upper Midwest 
Region in late May. This event 
will start and involve the St. 
Louis area and might be a good 
opportunity for local members 
to participate in a CARavan if 
they have not done so in the 
past. Have your Classics ready 
for adventure and travel.  
 
 

Jim Schild, Editor 

Across the Editor’s Desk

IN MEMORIAM 

Marking the Passing of  Joe Krzan, Sr.

W e were saddened by the recent passing of 
fellow SSR member Joe Krzan, Sr. on De-

cember 28, 2016, and extend our deepest sympa-
thies to his son, member Joe Jr. and the entire 
Krzan family. 
 Joe Sr. grew up in Montdale, PA on the family 
farm. He entered the United States Army on Sep-
tember 28, 1954, where he was stationed in Stras-
burg, Austria, and then Ft. Hood, Texas. He 
moved his family to Endicott, New York where he 
worked for International Business Machines 
(IBM) and graduated from the State University 
New York at Binghamton (SUNY) with a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. Joe retired from IBM 
after thirty years of service as an Engineering 

Manager in Advanced Technology. 
 Cars had been his hobby since he was eleven 
years of age, at that time helping his father fix the 
‘31 and ‘39 Chevrolets. Recently, he worked on his 
1956 Packard Patrician with his son, Joe Jr. 
 Joe was an active member of the Mississippi Val-
ley Packard Club, National Packard Automobile 
Classics, National and Local Classic Car Club of 
America, First Capital Classic Auto Club and 
Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri. Being proud 
of his Polish heritage, he was a member of the 
Polish American Cultural Society of Metropolitan 
St. Louis. 

 May you rest in peace, Joe. 
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H appy New Year to all of 
you! I hope you had a 

wonderful holiday with your 
family and took time to cele-
brate in new as well as tradi-
tional ways.   
 The Spirit of St. Louis Region 
is off to a great start this year in 
membership.  We are starting 
out the year 85 members strong 

with 26 members still needing 
to renew.  If you haven’t re-
newed your membership yet I 
encourage you to do that as 
soon as possible.  As you know, 
all memberships now go 
through the National CCCA 
office, so you will need to fill 
out the renewal form that they 
sent you.  Please note that the 
first form they sent out had an 
error on it and was a little con-
fusing, so make sure to use only 
the second or third reminder 
forms when you renew.  The 
easiest way to renew is to go to 
the Classic Car web site, 

classiccarclub.org, and click on 
the CCCA online membership 
renewal.  Just follow the in-
structions.  Then they will send 
me a copy of your renewal 
form.  I will notify you when I 
receive that form.   
 We usually like to have all of 
our memberships finalized by 
January of each year.  We al-
ways set as our time line the 
annual Kick-Off Meeting at Hy-
man Ltd. scheduled this year 
on Saturday, February 18, 2017.  
So please take a moment to 
renew your membership. I will 
send you a reminder.  If you get 
a notice, but know you have 
renewed, give me a call so I can 
work this out with our friends 
at the National office. 
 Of our 85 members we are 
pleased to have six new mem-
bers.  I want to welcome them 
to the Spirit of St. Louis Region 
at this time.  You have joined a 
great group of car hobbyists 
that love to talk and share in-
formation about our Classics. 
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Jack A. Burton, Doug Dale, 
Richard Koop, James Steele, 
David Weber and new associate 
member Alean Andrae. 
 
 As your Membership Chair-
man I hope you take time to 
call and talk to me anytime you 
have news, concerns, or ques-
tions about the club or your 
membership.  My contact infor-
mation is: 
 

Dr. Tom Roberson 
314-973-0731 
34packard@sbcglobal.net 

Membership Musings
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You can now place an ad in the 
Spark Plug! Buy the full year.  

 

Full Page Ad 7x10” 

$40.00 per issue or 
$210 for a full year 

Half Page Ad 7x5” 

$30.00 per issue or 
$150 for a full year 

Business Card Ad 3.5x2” 

$20.00 per issue or 
$90.00 for a full year 

 

We ask that advertisers submit ads 
reflecting services or businesses 
consistent with our members’ in-
terests. Digital graphics are not 
required but will result in a higher 
quality advertisement. If submit-
ting a hard copy of graphics please 
make sure there are no fold lines, 
tears in the paper or information 
that is not accurate. 

  

Make checks payable to: 

Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA 

Send payment and 
graphics to:  
Jim Schild, 

5 Rowan Oak Lane 
Columbia, IL 62236-4148 

jschild@htc.net 

For more information con-
tact: 618-281-3311 

Payment in full must be received before 
ads are published. Ads must be received 
prior to each deadline. If purchasing full 
year package the same graphics and or 
wording will be used each time unless 
otherwise notified before the next dead-
line. Deadlines are the 20th of every 
other month. Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA reserves the right to refuse adver-
tisement space. The Spirit of St. Louis 
region CCCA does not assume liability, 
either implied or expressed as to accura-
cy of any ad. The Spirit of St. Louis Re-
gion CCCA does not insure or endorse 
any product or services advertised. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

“We are starting 
out the year 85 
members strong !” 

mailto:34packard@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jschild@htc.net
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Memory Lane Rally 
“A step back to a simpler time” 

 
JAGSL Rallye – February 4th, 2017  

Hosts:  Phil and Lupe Taxman 314-761-5913 & 
Jim and Lisa Hendrix 314-406-2481 

 
Another driving event from Phil and Jim, since “you-all” enjoyed last year! 
 
Our travels will take us through scenic rolling hills, small towns and views that will make you 
feel like you are going back in time….  Our destination is Steelville which has an “old town 
atmosphere” complete with our destination “The Soda Fountain”, as well as a circa 1908 
General Store and Boutique shops.  This area is known as the “floating capital”!  Along the 
way you will see resorts for future family excursions ……..plus maybe a few new stories to go 
along with what you see….. 
   
The drive is less than 100 miles each way.  The Missouri countryside continues to delight with 
its unique scenery, overlooks, views and a touch of “Old Route 66”!  You will be on roads we 
have not traveled in the past! 

 
A special $20 per person gourmet lunch will be served at “The Soda Fountain”!   
 
2 Lunch Options:   
#1-Fall off the bone baby-back ribs, Yukon gold potato casserole, winter salad and 
brazed vegetables 
 
#2-Vegetarian delight… 
 
Both served with dessert...must RSVP as food is being prepared solely for Our Group. 

 

Meet at St. Louis Bread Company  
Hwy 21/Tesson Ferry and Kennerly Road  

2 Blocks West of Highway 270 behind Walgreens  
Arrive early and enjoy a cup of coffee, a pastry and mingle with Club members 

 
Approximate Time Schedule 

8:30 to 9:00 a.m. Meet at St. Louis Bread Co. Registration and socializing. 
9:15 a.m., driving instructions given out along with rallye questions. 

9:30 am depart from St. Louis Bread 
11:30-12:00 am arrive at the Soda Fountain in Steelville  

After lunch enjoy Steelville or nearby Cuba, Mo. before heading home via HWY 44  
 

RSVP: 
Jim: 636-227-2565 or jhendrix@curtispack.com 

 Phil: 314-727-9179 or ssjagman@aol.com 

mailto:jhendrix@curtispack.com
mailto:ssjagman@aol.com
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T he Richard H. Olson Member of Excellence 
Award given annual by the Spirit of St. Louis 

Region of the Classic Car Club of America honors 
those who are dedicated to the antique and Clas-
sic automobile. Each member who is honored 
with this award has shown great interest, passion, 

leadership and gen-
erosity in all areas 
of the antique and 
Classic automobile 
hobby. 
    It is an honor to 
give this award on 
behalf of my family 
and in memory of 
my Grandfather. 
Many of you sitting 
here today have 
shared with me 

memories of my Grandfather. Those memories 
have included stories of club meetings, car shows, 
tours, CARavans and events that he attended. The 
common thread between my Grandfather and this 
year’s recipient of the award given in his name is 
that they both are known…and have been known 
as constants to our great hobby.  

    This year’s recipient has been a gentle, genuine 
companion for all of us. They are the smiling face, 
the friendly voice, the keeper of much of our histo-
ry as a club, and as a hobby because they have been 
there, and continue to be there when it happens. 

For this year’s awardee it began with their first col-
lector car; a Model T Ford, and continues to be for 
them a multi-generational, family hobby today.   
    For any of our award recipients, it has been easy 
to list their accomplishments in our hobby as bullet 
points. This year, those bullet points include: 
 

 Membership in dozens of car clubs both local-
ly and nationally 

 Pebble Beach Winner 

 Financial supporter of the CCCA Museum 

 A longtime Hershey participant 

 A longtime collector and steward of Classic 
and collector cars 

 A participant on numerous CARavans and 
tours across the country 

 An active hobbyist, attending hundreds of 
club meetings, Spirit Nights and club outings. 

 A hobbyist always willing (at personal finan-
cial cost) to provide their own high end collec-
tor cars for posters, car shows and special dis-
plays, as well as freely opening their own 
home, garages and business for club events. 

 Past board member of the Spirit of St. Louis 
Region 

 Past Director of the Spirit of St. Louis region. 

 A mentor to many 
 
   However, our hobby…this award… is more than 
just bullet points isn’t it? Our hobby… this award 
is about heart. In fact, you may remember that the 
award itself is made from Purple Heart wood. As 
its history in our hobby continues to its next chap-
ter, it becomes a richer, deeper, bolder hue. This 
year, the symbolism of that fact struck me as I was 
composing this speech. This year’s awardee holds 
a very special place in our club and hobby. They 
have been and always will be so much more than 
just bullet points. They are the heart of our hobby. 
    It will probably come as no surprise to anyone 
who this year’s awardee is. For they are the em-
bodiment of what makes this hobby so very spe-
cial. It is my distinct honor to announce the 2016 
Richard H. Olson Member of excellence Award 
honoree… Mr. Fred Weber. 

Richard H. Olson  
Member of  Excellence Award 2016 

Presented by Alexander Olson 

This year’s 
recipient has been 
a gentle, genuine 
companion for all 
of  us.  
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T he Spirit of St. Louis Re-
gion Annual Meeting was 

held at noon on November 6, 
2016 at Gateway Classic Cars in 
O’Fallon, Illinois. Just off of 
Green Mount Road and I-64, 
the facility was beautiful and 
very large, providing a number 
of interesting automobiles of all 
types for our 52 members and 
guests to enjoy. Not only was 
the facility very nice and com-
fortable, but the food catered by 
Genesis Catering was great and 
plentiful with wonderful buffet 
service. The members who 
could not attend missed an ex-
ceptional event. 

    Outgoing Region Director 
Shannon Olson officiated at the 
meeting and provided an over-
view of the many successful 
events and accomplishments of 
2016. Willie Weber offered the 
opening prayer. Shannon 
thanked the outgoing board 
members and introduced the 
new Board for 2017. A special 
recognition and tribute by Dr. 
Richard Quick was shared for 
the memory of recently lost 
member John Porbeck, a strong 
and active member and won-
derful representative of the club 
locally and nationally. John will 
be missed by all. The center-
pieces at the table and door 
prizes of our banquet were con-
tributions of model cars from 
John’s estate.  
    Shannon also presented the 
prestigious Richard H. Olson 

Member of Excellence Award to 
long time member and friend 
Fred Weber, who recently cele-
brated his 92d birthday. See the 
additional article in this issue. 
Don Hoelscher presented the 
2016 Driving Award to Bob Ab-
bott and six Participation 
Awards were presented to 
member for participation in 
club events.  
    Our guest speaker this year 
was our own Phil Taxman, who 
gave a very interesting and in-
formative talk about the 1904 

St. Louis World’s Fair and the 
impact that automobiles had on 
the event. A large exhibit hall at 
the fair displayed a large num-
ber of automobiles of all makes 
and types and probably was 
instrumental in stirring the ad-
vancement of the automobile in 
America and around the world. 
Phil is very knowledgeable 
about the Fair and provided a 
lot of interesting and previously 
unknown information.  
 The meeting adjourned at 
3:10 p.m.  

The 2016 Spirit of  St. Louis Region CCCA 
Annual Meeting 

The Spirit of  St. Louis 
Region Annual Meeting 
was held at noon on 
November 6, 2016 ...  

Gateway Classic Cars in O’Fallon, Illinois.  

The 2016 Spirit of St. Louis Region CCCA Annual Meeting. 
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Spirit of St. Louis Region 

Classic Car Club of America 

 

Jim Schild, Editor 
5 Rowan Oak Lane 

Columbia, IL  62236 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
February 2017  

Memory  Lane Rally — Jaguar Club February 4 

Board of Managers Meeting — St. Louis County Library, 6:30 - 9:00 pm February 16 

SSR Membership Kickoff Meeting — Hyman Ltd., 11:00 am - 2:00 pm February 18 

SSR Classic Car Trivia Night — Moolah Shrine on Fee Fee, 7:00 - 11:00 pm February 24 

March 2017  

Spirit Night — Trattoria Toscana, St. Louis, MO March 7 

CCCA Annual Meeting — Reno, Nevada March 29—April 2 

April 2017  

HCCM Easter Concours d’Elegance — Muny Lot April 16 

May 2017  

Model T Swap Meet — Gateway Motorsports Park, Madison, IL May 7 

Nordic Caravan in South — St. Louis, MO May 12 

Grand Classic (Joint CCCA and AACA meet) — Auburn, IN May 12-13 

June 2017  

CCCA Museum Experience — Hickory Corners, MI June 4 

Pierce-Arrow Society 60th Annual Meeting — St. Louis, MO June 7-10 


