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There was a great turnout for the membership Kick-Off Meeting held at Hyman’s Ltd. 
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As winter slowly ebbs and begins 

to lose its grip, the anticipation of 

warmer days and beautiful blos-

soms of Spring signals the start of 

another season of activities and fun 

with our Classic Cars.  It’s been 

great that several members have 

come forth to share some wonder-

ful ideas for activities, among 

them a garage tour, joining with 

other Clubs, like the Jaguar Club’s 

JAGSL Rallye on March 24th , to 

participate in their events, and 

some day or overnight tours.  I’ve 

been thinking about getting us 

together over coffee (and donuts of 

course) in what I’d call Old Cars 

and Caffeine, a nod to the more 

familiar Cars and Coffee events 

that take place, but more for older 

cars.  Of course, our Classics 

would be the centerpieces of these 

impromptu gatherings, but hey 

let’s welcome non-Classics as 

well.  We love them all, don’t we! 

    One of our most popular activi-

ties during the year are the month-

ly Spirit Nights.  If you’ve never 

attended one, please consider mak-

ing it a monthly destination on the 

first Tuesday of every month from 

March through October.  They 

provide a fun way to spend an 

evening to see old friends and 

meet new members in an informal 

atmosphere over dinner in a restau-

rant or pub around town.  We had 

a great time and good attendance 

at our first Spirit Night of the year 

earlier this month at Circa STL, a 

great place to eat while enjoying 

all of the St. Louis memorabilia 

decorating the walls.  If you have a 

place in mind for a future Spirit 

Night, why not consider sponsor-

ing one. 

    Finally, please give thought to 

attending the National CCCA An-

nual Meeting in Branson, MO on 

April 11-15, 2018.  A number of 

SSR members are already signed 

up, and some will be exhibiting 

their Classics.  This is a great op-

portunity to meet other CCCA 

members from around the country, 

and a number of interesting activi-

ties are planned throughout the 

week.  The host hotel is the Hilton 

Branson Convention Center.  I 

anticipate a big turnout from the 

SSR Region!  There’s still time to 

register.  For more information, 

please visit the National CCCA 

website at www.classiccarclub.org. 

 

John 
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“Benton Back Roads Rallye” 

JAGSL Rallye - March 24th  

Hosts:  Phil and Lupe Taxman 314-761-

5913 & 

Jim and Lisa Hendrix 314-406-2481 

We will be touring Southern Illinois, by 

back roads, with our Destination the Ben-

ton, Illinois area.  We are planning to visit 

an incredible Historic Jail, a Ford Dealer-

ship and Repair Garage from 1910, and the 

premier Jaguar race engine builder & facili-

ty in the world!  Lunch at Jack Russell Fish 

Co. in historic Benton.  Sure, to be a fun ex-

perience!! 

Meet at 8:30 a.m. at St. Louis 

Bread Company  

Hwy 21/Tesson Ferry and Ken-

nerly Road  

2 Blocks West of Tesson Ferry Exit 

off Highway 270 behind Walgreens 

Instructions given out and cars to depart 

by 9:00 am.  $5 JAGSL club fee per car for 

the rallye.  Might have a little extra charge 

at the Jail and the Garage. Of course, 

there will be a quiz for the road trip down 

to Benton!  

 

 

Approximate Time Schedule 

9:00 am depart from St. Louis Bread 

11:15 am arrive at TT Engines/Bill 

Terry 

421 E. Webster Street, Benton, Illinois 

Depart TT Engines by 12:30 pm 

12:35 pm arrive Jack Russell Fish 

Co. Restaurant—Go over Quiz 

106 East Main Street, Benton, Illinois 

2:00 pm Depart Restaurant 

2:05 to 3:00 pm Visit Historic Frank-

lin County Garage 

211 North Main Street, Benton, Illinois 

and Historic Jail Museum 

209 W. Main, Benton, Illinois 

Depart for home by Interstate about 

1 hour 40 minutes 

RSVP: 

 

Jim 636-227-2565  or 

jhendrix@curtispack.com 

 Phil    314-727-9179   or   

ssjagman@aol.com   
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Across the Editor’s Desk 

 

 

 

 

 

_____ 

    With our always exciting Membership Kick-off 

Meeting behind us we are all waiting for the winter 

cold to make way for the Spring and the sun. It won’t 

be long until we can dust off our Classics and begin 

another great year of fun and interesting activities for 

everyone. We can’t thank Mark Hyman and his crew 

at Hyman’s Ltd. enough for their wonderful hospitality 

and generosity in hosting our kick-off meeting in Feb-

ruary. This beautiful facility puts our region a notch 

above everyone else in the country and our opportuni-

ty to hold this meeting there brings a bit of envy from 

the other regions and a source of pride for us. 

    The first Spirit Night of the year was held this week 

and there will be a report on that in the next issue of 

the Spark Plug. The annual Trivia Night affair is also 

behind us and another successful event it was. Thanks 

to Chair Person Shannon Olson, Master of Ceremonies 

Larry Hassel and everyone else who participated to 

make this a success in every way. The success of this 

event brings strength to our region and allows us to 

produce a great membership experience for everyone . 

who wishes to take advantage of it.  

    Lots of fun activities are being planned for the rest  

of the year but one of the most important is the Nation-

al CCCA Annual Meeting held this year in Branson, 

Missouri. Make sure you are registered for this meet 

and have your hotel reservations in place because it 

will be a full and exciting experience for everyone. 

The meet is 11 to 14 April and the host Hotel is Hilton 

Branson Convention Center. Reservation forms and 

more information are included in the last two issues of 

the Classic Car Bulletin.  

 

Jim Schild Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Dave Groerich for this safety information tip. 

Kidde Fire Extinguisher Recall 

November 2, 2017 - In conjunction with the U.S. Consumer 

Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Kidde announced a 

recall to replace certain Kidde fire extinguishers. The re-

placement program was initiated because certain fire extin-

guishers can become clogged or require excessive force to 

activate, posing a risk of failure to discharge. In addition, 

the nozzle can detach with enough force to pose an impact 

hazard. The product recall involves two styles of Kidde dis-

posable fire extinguishers: plastic handle fire extinguishers 

and plastic push-button fire extinguishers. Check their web 

site at: www.kidde.com for more information 
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Membership Musings

6 

You can now place an ad in the 
Spark Plug! Buy the full year.  

 

Full Page Ad 7x10” 

$40.00 per issue or 
$210 for a full year 

Half Page Ad 7x5” 

$30.00 per issue or 
$150 for a full year 

Business Card Ad 3.5x2” 

$20.00 per issue or 
$90.00 for a full year 

 

We ask that advertisers submit ads 
reflecting services or businesses 
consistent with our members’ in-
terests. Digital graphics are not 
required but will result in a higher 
quality advertisement. If submit-
ting a hard copy of graphics please 
make sure there are no fold lines, 
tears in the paper or information 
that is not accurate. 

  

Make checks payable to: 

Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA 

Send payment and 
graphics to:  
Jim Schild, 

5 Rowan Oak Lane 
Columbia, IL 62236-4148 

jschild@htc.net 

For more information con-
tact: 618-281-3311 

Payment in full must be received before 
ads are published. Ads must be received 
prior to each deadline. If purchasing full 
year package the same graphics and or 
wording will be used each time unless 
otherwise notified before the next dead-
line. Deadlines are the 20th of every 
other month. Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA reserves the right to refuse adver-
tisement space. The Spirit of St. Louis 
region CCCA does not assume liability, 
either implied or expressed as to accura-
cy of any ad. The Spirit of St. Louis Re-
gion CCCA does not insure or endorse 
any product or services advertised. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are two months into 2018 and just 

about to complete the membership sign 

up for the new year.  By the 15th of 

March we’ll be ready to update the club 

roster.  How do we measure up for 

2018?  We are 79 members signed up or 

committed and 25 associate members.  I 

still have 7 members from last year to 

hear from.  We had 86 members in 

2017.  Our membership seems to be 

holding its own.   

    A couple of interesting notes about 

our demographics…  Three-quarters of 

our members first joined the club prior 

to 2010.  One-quarter of our members 

have a primary address that is outside a 

50 mile radius of the arch.  We have 

about half a dozen members who have 

been in the club since the mid 80’s.  The 

Spirit of St. Louis Region was founded 

in 1985.  As a recent member I think it 

would be interesting to hear from veter-

an members whether our club has 

moved in the direction and accom-

plished the things the early club set out 

to do.    

    I’m looking forward to going to my 

first annual meeting in April.  It’s al-

most too close to pass up.  It will be 

interesting to see what the other local 

clubs are doing to stay connected to the 

members.  And it sounds like there are 

some interesting events planned, too.  

 

Todd Tobiasz 

Membership Director 

 

If you have not ordered your new 

SSR Name Badge yet, they are 

available from Dave Groerich for 

$12.00 each. The actual size is 3-

1/2” x 2” and the finish is brushed 

bright metallic. They are available in 

either pin or magnetic attachment.  

Contact Dave at: 

dave.groerich@gmail.com or phone 

314-607-7071 for more information. 

mailto:jschild@htc.net
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2018 Membership Kick-Off Meeting 

On February 3rd the Spir it of St. Louis Region official-

ly began a new year of activities with the Annual Kick-off 

Meeting at Hyman Ltd. Classic Cars.  This is the 11th year 

that the wonderful folks at Hyman Ltd. have graciously 

opened up their amazing facility to our members, and we 

appreciate their continued support of the SSR Region. 

    In keeping with tradition, the first hour of the program 

finds members and guests strolling the aisles of motorcars 

on display and available for sale.  Hyman Ltd is world re-

nowned for their eclectic collection of pre and post-war 

Classics and Special Interest automobiles, where on this 

day there was everything from a modified Marmon V-16 

hotrod to pre-war Cadillacs, Duesenbergs , Lincolns and 

vintage fire engines in not one, but two adjacent buildings 

on Chaffee Drive in the Westport area.  It is truly one of 

the gems of St. Louis. 

This Model J Duesenberg was poised as a wonderful focal point 

during our membership meeting at Hyman’s.  

Marty Luepker and Mark Hyman sharing thoughts.  

Photos by Larry Hassel 

    Region Director John Lowell began the meeting with 

introductions of new Board members present, along with 

several new members and guests.  Prior to the various 

committee reports and general business portion of the 

meeting, Shawn Dougan of Hyman Ltd. gave a very in-

sightful and interesting perspective into the current state of 

the old car market from his experiences at the January auc-

tions in Scottsdale, Arizona.  Following his presentation, 

there were a number of spirited questions from the audi-

ence.  The meeting adjourned at 2:00 pm. 

 

I brought my young friend Stephen Noll and he was pre-

sented with a complimentary membership by Thomas 

Quick. He will be a very welcome addition to our club. 

Below: Region Director John Lowell lead the meeting. 

 



Shawn Dougan of Hyman’s gave a great presentation on 

the current trends in the Classic Car market and a report on 

the January Arizona auctions.  

SSR Treasurer Kevin Williams gave a report on the state of 

our finances and a presentation on the new club project, 

safety light systems for our cars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSR Membership Chairman Todd Tobiasz gave a presen-

tation on the membership and plans for our roster and mail-

ing lists. 

Spirit of St. Louis Region member Phil Taxman told the 

members about the upcoming Jaguar Club Rally March 24 

and invited all SSR members to participate.  
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                     The 3rd Annual Spirit of St. Louis Region CCCA Trivia Night was another huge success. The  

                   Moolah Shrine on Fee Fee Road was a wonderful venue. Everyone had a great time.  

                   Larry Hassel Photo.  
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A Classic Observation 

Jim Schild 

    A few years ago when Beverly Rae Kimes was the editor of the 

Classic Car Bulletin, she published a letter and three photos I 

submitted to the membership. That letter asked the membership 

to consider the question I posed concerning pictures of three of 

our collector cars. Of the three pictures submitted, all of Rolls-

Royce Silver Wraiths, which one was a Classic Car Club of 

America recognized Full Classic? 

    My point was that the other two, delivered in 1951 and 1952, 

although not accepted by the CCCA Classification committee, 

were identical to the 1947 and could not be identified as a later 

chassis other than by their chassis numbers and the chronological 

list of such in the RROC Directory. The question was, why would 

that many times reaffirmed Classic Car date of 1948 still be valid 

when the cars were identical in every way other than normal vari-

ations in the designs of the individual custom bodes. Of course, 

all 1946 through 1958 Rolls-Royce Silver Wraiths were 

coachbuilt and had custom bodies and no standard bodies were 

available.  

   My point of the query at that time was not a means of possibly 

increasing membership in the club as suggested by some readers, 

but only to point out the simple absurdity of the 1948 cut off in 

this particular instance. We had nothing to gain since we already 

owned four Silver Wraiths plus two additional CCCA Classic 

Cars. Now, it is 2018 and the steadily decreasing member and 

revenues of the club might cause a reason for reconsideration of 

my point.  

    The latest edition of the CCCA Handbook and Members Ros-

ter makes it very clear that the club has and will continue to reaf-

firm and maintain its position that the 1948 is unchangeable and 

non-negotiable but I would like to present an argument that the 

assumption that the club’s prestige and high standards would not 

be affected in any way if changes and this question were handled 

properly in a way that would not diminish these tenets. There are 

a number of ways this could be done which I will discuss a bit 

later in this article.  

    The argument to me by others has always been that the original 

Classic Car concept ended in 1942 and anything after that date 

would and should not have ever been considered. The idea was 

that only a pre-WWII automobile would be of the “Classic Era” 

and anything later would be of an entirely different time and state 

of mind and design. At some point, someone decided that since 

some pre-WWII Classics were similar or identical in 1946-1948 

they should be accepted so this was one of the first changes.  

    My understanding is that the car that first came to mind was 

the 1946-1948 V-12 Lincoln Continental. Soon, specific high line 

models of the Packards and Cadillacs and later, The Chrysler 

Town and country followed using the same criteria. This change 

of mind opened the door for other obvious choices such as the  

 

 

 

Rolls-Royce and Bentley which easily satisfied the original crite-

ria of being an expensive chassis of fine engineering, high cost 

and bodies of high style or custom design. Although the MKVI 

Bentley and Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn were equipped with 

“standard steel” bodies (although custom coachwork could be 

ordered), the Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith was not. These modern 

cars also followed the concept of being based on pre WWII auto-

mobiles such as the Wraith, although they were not exactly the 

same models, specifications or construction. Even these com-

pletely appropriate automobiles acceptance by the CCCA stopped 

at 1948 although the series, with identical specifications except 

for engine size increases, ran from 1946 to 1958. 

    Although not specifically written into the Classic Car criteria, 

it has been accepted generally that special chassis design and me-

chanical details representing a Pre WWII automobile should enter 

into any consideration for any additional approvals of additions to 

the Classic Car list. Some of the details include such design fea-

tures as separate appearing front and rear fenders, vertical ex-

posed radiators, grilles and shells, powerful technologically ad-

vanced engines, Bijur lubrication systems and assisted braking 

systems. Of course custom coachbuilt bodies on a Classic chassis 

were always a priority in the selection of Full Classics added to 

the list. 

    Although the continued reaffirmation of the Classic Car Club 

of America statements and policy remained steadfast, changes 

and variations have crept into the Classic Car list over the years. 

The original policy states that the club’s objectives pertain only 

to: “Fine or unusual foreign or domestic motor cars built, in the 

main, between and including the years 1925 and 1948 and 

distinguished for their respective fine design, high engineering 

standards and superior workmanship.” The 1956 board further 

stated that it believed in maintaining this fixed objective without 

deviation or dilution.  

    Note that the words “built, in the main” appears to allow for 

some deviation when that deviation seems appropriate. Devia-

tions have crept in over the years and include such seemingly 

improper selections as 1932-1937 Fords equipped with custom 

Brewster bodies and/or sold as a Brewster automobile. These 

were accepted when a Ford obviously does not have a chassis 

with high engineering standards, a high price or superior work-

manship.  By these criteria, a 1929-1930 Model A Ford Town 

Car should be equally acceptable as they were built with a LeBar-

on body and sold for about three times the price of a standard 

Model A. There is at least one British bodied Oldsmobile accept-

ed as a Classic. 

    Although this earlier objective and policy has been restated 

again and again through 2012, in 2015 the membership agreed to 

amend the original bylaws and accept “fine foreign and domestic  
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motor cars built between 1915 and 1948, clearly backing away 

from original “Classic Era” automobiles considering the obvious 

visual design differences between most 1915 and 1925 automo-

biles.  A 1915 Cadillac or Packard, for example, looks nothing 

like a 1925 Cadillac or Packard of a similar body type.  

    Although the Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith and similar eight-

cylinder Phantom IV are obvious candidates for post 1948 Clas-

sic Car status, others such as the Delahaye 135m & 178 and 

coachbuilt Bentley MKVI and R-Type are equally qualified. 

How much potential membership difference would the ac-

ceptance of the Silver Wraith make? In the Rolls-Royce Owner’s 

Club there are two Phantom IV and 237 Silver Wraiths, the ma-

jority of which are post 1948 chassis. Some chassis numbers are 

listed as 1946-1948 and others as 1948-1950 because coachwork 

completion and delivery sometimes took as much as ten months 

and the year of the chassis erection had little to with the final 

delivery date of the car.  

Our Full Classic Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith H.J. Mulliner Sedanca 

deVille. Chassis WAB26 Delivered  September 1948.    

____________________________________________________

For Sale—1940 Cadillac Sixty Special, older correct 

restoration, owned since 1967, Dark Cavern Green lacquer 

with two-tone brown and tan Bedford cord interior. 

$20,000. Terry Wenger 314-522-8899. 

There are a number of possible solutions to the acceptance of 

these appropriate but unfortunately young cars. One is accept 

them as what they are, identical models to the 1946-1948 and a 

reasonable exception to the 1948 rule. Another would be to cre-

ate a new post 1948 Classic category that would include the ap-

propriate and obviously proper post 1948 cars. Either way, there 

seems to be no sense in rejecting Classic Cars which are Classics 

in every way except for their build date. It would be a benefit to 

the club and its health to consider this change and accept these 

cars for what they are. The only confusion to anyone viewing 

them now would be to question why they are not accepted as Full 

Classics.  

    The examples below will illustrate my point clearly. 

   Our Non-Classic  Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith H.J. Mulliner Limou     

    -sine Chassis WME2 Delivered April 1951.  

________________________________________________ 

For Sale - 1941 Cadillac Sixty-Special, Hydra-Matic, 
400 miles since restoration.  It emulates the Sixty-Special 
customs built for GM executives. This car features a formal 
covered top with a small rear window, power windows, 
chrome rims, and 75 series interior lights. It is finished in 
dark blue, with matching blue leather and Bedford cord 
interior. Many New Old Stock parts used including the en-
gine. See the article “A Custom Cadillac Sixty-Special” in 
the Winter 2015 issue of The Classic Car magazine 
$45,000. Terry Wenger, 314-522-8899 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 2018 

>>Spirit Night, Circa St. Louis, Des Peres, MO Mar 6, 2018 

Jaguar Club Benton Backroads Rallye Mar 24, 2018 

 April 2018 

HCCM Easter Concours d’Elegance, Forest Park Apr 1, 2018 

>>Spirit Night, Location and Host TBD, Tuesday Apr 3, 2018 

>>National CCCA Annual Meeting, Branson, Missouri, Wed.-Sun Apr 11-15, 2018 

Spark Plug Submission Deadline Apr 20, 2018 

May  2018 

>>SSR Spirit Night . Host and Location TBD, Tuesday May 1, 2018 

Jim Schild 

5 Rowan Oak Lane 

Columbia, IL 62236 


