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2016-2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 EVENTS 

 

>>SSR CCCA Annual Meeting, Gateway Classic Cars -  6 

 

JANUARY 2017 EVENTS 

 

Greater St. Louis Auto Show,  America’s Center -          19-22 

 

Mecum Kissimmee, Florida Auction -           6-15  

 

Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale, Arizona Auction -         14-27 

 

RM Sotheby’s Auction, Scottsdale, Arizona -                 19-20 

   

FEBRUARY 2017  EVENTS 

 

>>SSR Membership Kickoff Meeting, Hyman’s, Ltd. -   11 

 

>>SSR Classic Car Trivia Night, Moolah Shrine on Fee Fee -  24 

 

MARCH 2017 EVENTS 

 

>>CCCA Annual Meeting, Reno, Nevada -     29-April 2 

 

APRIL 2017 EVENTS 

 

HCCM Easter Concours d’Elegance, Muny Lot -     16 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      ADVERTISEMENTS 

 
You can now place an ad in the Spark Plug! Buy the full year. 

 

Full Page Ad 7x10” 
$30.00 per issue or $150 for a full year 

Half Page Ad 7x5” 
$20.00 per issue of $100 for a full year 

Business Card Ad 3.5x2” 
$10.00 per issue or $50.00 for a full year 

We ask that advertisers submit ads reflecting services or 

businesses consistent with our members’ interests. Digital 

graphics are not required but will result in a higher quality 

advertisement. If submitting a hard copy of graphics please 

make sure there are no fold lines, tears in the paper or 

information that is not accurate. 

 

Checks should be made payable to: 

Spirit of St. Louis Region CCCA 

Send payment and graphics to: Jim Schild, 

5 Rowan Oak Lane, Columbia, IL 62236-4148 

jschild@htc.net 

For More information contact: 618-281-3311 

 
Payment in full must be received before ads are published. 

Ads must be received prior to each deadline. If purchasing full 

year package the same graphics and or wording will be used 

each time unless otherwise notified before the next deadline. 

Deadlines are the 20
th

 of every other month. Spirit of St. Louis 

region CCCA reserves the right to refuse advertisement space. 

The Spirit of St. Louis region CCCA does not assume liability, 

either implied or expressed as to accuracy of any ad. The 

Spirit of St. Louis Region CCCA does not insure or endorse 

any product or services advertised. 
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Region Director’s Message 
 

Hello SSR CCCA members, 

 

This is my last message to you as your Regional Director, and I have to say that time has certainly flown by! 

    It has been an honor serving as your Director. As I look back on the past two years, I realize that there has been a lot 

accomplished, that we, as a club, should be very proud of. 

     Because of the board’s quick action, and a fantastic accounting firm, our club was able to quickly clear up our tax 

issues, and regain our lost tax status in early 2015.  Also, financially, we realized that our club was very much in need of 

an additional income source. Again, because of the board’s willingness to take quick action, and to try something new, we 

launched our Annual Classic Car Club Trivia Night, which brought in not only necessary operating funds for our club, but 

also monies that were donated to the Wheels in Motion Children’s Cancer Society Fund and to Shriner’s Hospital. In 

addition, hundreds of local automotive enthusiasts were able to gather together for a great evening of fellowship. 

    Sadly, during my term as Director we lost a number of close friends and active members. The loss of our founder Joel 

Haffener, and board member John Porbeck prompted me to request special issues of the Spirit Spark Plug to be produced 

by Jim Schild. Because of contributions by our members and Jim himself, both of the issues were an opportunity for us all 

to remember, and to learn about these two wonderful men. 

    Now, as I look back on my Directorship, I would like to thank the board of directors and its appointees for all of the 

help and support that they so willingly gave to me, and to our club. I would specifically like to thank Kevin Williams who 

has done a wonderful job with our Treasury. It was his efforts that brought about the understanding that our club was in 

dire need of further income. He was also a constant friendly face at Spirit Nights, and other events, and served as a voice 

for our club at outside collector car club meetings. He and his wife (our Activities Director) Caro Williams, made sure 

that we were all informed by postcard reminders about upcoming events, and have helped plan two SSR CCCA Annual 

Meetings that have been, and I am sure will be, successful. The next time you see the Williams family, thank them for all 

that they have done for the club!  

    I would also like to thank Don Hoelscher for being my sounding board and invaluable resource for historical club 

information and action. Don and Ms. Joan have been a constant in our club, and I am thrilled that they continue to be 

involved and active. Many times a leader needs to understand where the organization has been, before it can move 

forward, and Don has been my guide to that much needed knowledge. It was a true honor to award him the first R. H. 

Olson Member of Excellence Award. As many of us know, the antique car hobby in St. Louis would not be what it is 

today without Don’s efforts. 

    Another member that needs a great deal of recognition is our Secretary Jim Heslop. We have been incredibly lucky to 

have Jim on the board as he has been our tax, Robert’s Rules and by-laws expert. Because of his knowledge we were able 

to safely make decisions in an educated way. Jim and his wife Mari also helped with the R.H. Olson Member of 

Excellence Award, and for that, I am truly grateful.   

    I would also like to thank Dr. Tom Roberson. He gracefully tackled the very big job of membership, and has done a 

great job working with the Classic Car Club of America on our behalf. Being Membership Chair is not an easy task and it 

is an ongoing struggle for any organization. Thank you Dr. Tom for all of your helpful support and for being a friend to 

me… and to our hobby. 

    Besides those members that I have thanked above, there really are many more. In just two years as Director, I could 

write a “thank you” that would take up many pages of this issue. However, instead, I would like to thank you all at once. 

You all have been extremely supportive to me and I could not have done it without you, our members. The phone calls, 

emails, personal conversations, and letters of encouragement (with many ideas/concerns about our club) were much 

appreciated and have always been taken into consideration by me and our board. I hope you will continue that 

encouragement and correspondence with our new Director and board. This is, after all, your club, and we need your input 

to continue on the road to success. 

 
See you at Spirit Night!   

   

Shannon Olson 

SSR CCCA Regional Director 

olsonrsa@gmail.com 

(314) 825-2980 

 

    

 



 



 



Hints and Tips from the Classic Car Garage 

Fastener Torque and what it means to the Classic Car restorer 

Jim Schild (With additional technical information from ARP Fasteners web site) 

I remember when I was young and my father was always working on his cars, trucks, tractors and anything else that had 

an engine and wheels. He never had a service manual other than some old dark blue MoTor Manuals to follow for 

instructions and specifications. One thing I know he never had was a torque wrench. This was not unusual at the time. 

Even our 1946-1958 Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith service manuals contain no mention of the use of torque wrenches or 

torque requirements for fasteners. The instructions state only that the fastener should be “pulled up snugly by an 

experienced fitter with a six-inch Tommy Bar.” Look at any early service manual for a Classic Car or any other type of 

car from the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s and you will seldom, if ever find a reference to fastener torque. Today we know 

better and the importance of properly and evenly tightening fasteners should not be overlooked. If you build or rebuild 

your own engines and chassis components or just install your road wheels, fastener torque is critical to safety and 

reliability. 

     

What is torque as it relates to fasteners? 

 

    In dictionary terms (or from my Ultimate Collector Car Guide) torque is “The twisting effort measured in foot-pounds 

or Newton-meters.” In our discussion here it is the tightening or clamping force on bolts and nuts. How does this twisting 

force apply to tightening these fasteners and why does it matter? In order for a fastener to function properly it must be 

"stretched" a specific amount. The material's ability to "rebound" like a spring is what provides the clamping force. If you 

were to simply "finger-tighten" a bolt there would be no preload. However, when you apply torque or rotate a fastener a 

specific amount and stretch it, you will be applying clamping force.  

    The amount of preload you can achieve from any bolt or stud depends on the material used and its ductility, heat treat, 

and the diameter of the fastener. Of course, every fastener has a "yield" point! The yield point or yield strength of a 

fastener is the point at which the fastener has been overtightened and stretched too much, and will not return to its original 

manufactured length. As a general rule, if you measure a fastener and it is .0005˝ (or more) longer than its original length 

it has been compromised and must be replaced. Some modern engines such as the Chrysler Gen III Hemi use “Torque to 

yield” OE fasteners that are designed to be disgarded after one use and replaced. 

     

How is torque measured? 
 

    There are a number of ways that fastener torque may be measured. The most common is by the use of a torque wrench. 

A torque wrench is calibrated to measure the amount of twisting force applied to a fastener and this amount is shown on a 

scale that may be manual or anolog, with a needle moving across the handle, a snap mechanism inside the handle that 

clicks when the amount indcated on the twist dial is reached, or digital, where the torque reading is measured and shown 

on an electronic digital dial. Any of these methods will work but in all cases, any torque wrench must be checked 

regularly for proper calibration and accuracy. They all must be properly cared for to maintain this accuracy. A torque 

wrench should never be dropped or damaged in any way or its accuracy may be affected. A click type with a twsting dial 

on the handle must be turned back to zero when your work is completed or its accuracy will be affected.  

    Any type of torque wrench must be used properly to work accurately. Since torque is measured in foot-pounds, the 

technician must hold the handle in the proper position with the force of your hand at the center of the grip on the handle. 

This insures that the length of the handle overall equals the one foot length for the measurement. This is why some 

manual torque wrench grips pivot on the handle to maintain this centering of force when it is pulled. It is always proper to 

pull rather than push a torque wrench handle to maintain even force.       

    Another and more accurate method of measurement is to measure the precise stretch of any fastener. Since stretch can 

only be measured with the use of specialty gauges or expensive ultra-sonic measuring equipment, it is only practical for 

measuring the stretch on connecting rod bolts and other fasteners where it is possible to monitor the overall length as it is 

being tightened. Since most fasteners are installed blind and can't be accessed from both ends to monitor stretch, a torque 

wrench of some type must be used.  

    The last method used to measure fastener torque is called the torque angle method, long the standard of civil 

engineering applications. Since the amount that a bolt or nut advances on the thread per degree of rotation is determined 

by the thread pitch, any amount of stretch in a given bolt or stud can be accurately predicted by measuring the degrees of 



turn from the point where the underside of the bolt head or nut face contacts the work surface, termed the "torque angle" 

The problem with the torque angle method is that it is dependent on calibration specific for each operation. It is used by 

some high performance engine building shops. 

     

Factors that affect fastener torque values 
 

    One of the most important factors that affect torque are the quality and strength of the fastener. If a fastener is a 

standard grade 1 to 6 or a high strength grade 8 makes a big difference in the correct torque value. In may cases, the grade 

and quality of the fastener cannot be a choice such as when original fasteners must be used. This is usually true when 

working with antique and Classic cars but even in those cases, a new and stronger modern fastener can sometimes be 

found and used without detracting from the originality and appearance. In some cases, especially with more popular cars, 

correct reproductions may be available. An old fastener may have been stretched and retorqued many times over the years 

so replacing it with new materials could make a difference in the final quality of your assembly. An old fastener may also 

be worn, rusted or corroded and those factors might affect its strength and torque value. Those details must be kept in 

mind when working on old cars. 

    An example of the difference in torque value as it relates to fastener quality and strength is shown in a standard torque 

value chart such as the one in my Restorer’s Classic Car Shop Manual. These grades indicate the tensile strength in psi 

of the fasteners and this strength will range from 65,000 psi. for a low grade to 140,000 psi. for a Grade 6 automotive 

fastener to 160,000 psi. for a Grade 8. Aftermarket faseners like ARP 2000 connecting rod bolts have a tensile strength of 

200,000 psi. For example, a 7/16 -14 low grade fastener may have a torque value of 32 ft. lbs. while a Grade 5 automotive  

fastener will have a torque value of 58 ft. lbs.  

    There are also variations in modern fasteners as to the material used in their manufacture. Originally, it may have been 

choice between low carbon or high carbon steel, but today, fastener material can be much more varied and the choices 

will be detrmined by its ultimate useage. Stainless, variations of chrome, moly, aluminum and other metals make up the 

modern fastener. Also, high quality fasteners will have their threads rolled rather than cut to increase strength. Cheap 

hardware store fasteners are not always the best choice for critical attachment when rebuilding your Classic  Car. 

    Another important factor when measuring torque is friction. Friction is a very important factor in the installation of a 

threaded fastener in any application. Friction is at its highest value when a fastener is first tightened.The friction is 

reduced each time a fatstener is tightened and loosened so it becomes more consistent over repeated cycles. This is why 

fasteners need to sometimes be retorqued to get the most efficient clamping force. Friction reduces the ability of a newly 

torqued fastener to achive its desired preload. The other piece in this puzzle is the lubrication. If an improper lubricant is 

used that is too slick it will reduce the amount of torque required to reach the proper preload by 20% to 30%. ARP uses a 

special Ultra-Torque lubricant that increases the accuracy of the intial torque, thus reducing the additional cycling 

required when other lubricants are used..  

    A last tip is to always use a thread chaser to clean and clear threads before installing a bolt or stud. Also, when using 

studs in an engine application, the studs should be hand-tighteded only. Lubricate the threads in the block or head plus the 

threads to be used with the nut for torquing.  

 
 

    The end of the calendar year is a good time to remind members that articles, pictures and information are 

always needed and welcomed by your editor. My goal is to make this newsletter as useful and interesting as I 

can but I can’t do that without your help and suggestions. The deadline for each issue is always the 20
th

 of the 

month prior to publication, such as October 20
th

 for the November December edition. Remember the Spark Plug 

is published every other month as close as possible to the first of the month. 

    Also, December is the time for advertisers to renew their ads for the following year so please send in 

your ads and payment to me before the end of 2016. The rates and sizes are listed on the masthead page. 
Members please contact anyone who you feel would be an appropriare new advertiser for the Spark Plug and 

ask them to place an ad. This publication reaches every other CCCA region and all national officers and 

regional editors and directors in addition to our local members. Jim Schild - Editor 



2016 Spirit of St. Louis Region Driving Award winner Bob Abbott and friends at the 9-17 

September 2016 New England CARavan 

 

Bob and Sonia Abbott along with John and Rose Gibson participated in the New England CARavan last September. The 

tour included a vist to historic Gorham, Massachusetts. Bob put over 800 miles on his beautiful blue and black 1929 

Cadillac 3525 Fleetwood Town Cabriolet while driving through the hills of the Northeast. The Cadillac has been in Bob’s 

collection for more than 30 years and has been used frequently in recent years for club tours and shows. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 15, 2016 Spirit of St. Louis Region scenic Fall Tour to the Crown Valley Tiger 

Sanctuary and Winery Tour in St. Genevieve, Missouri 

 
    Twenty-seven people from five St. Louis area car clubs, including nine members and associate members from the SSR 

CCCA joined for a fall tour to the Crown Valley Tiger Sanctuary on October 15.Three of our members drove their Classic 

and Antique cars on the trip, including Phil Taxman in his 1954 Jaguary (NC), Chad Thomas in his 1940 Buick Limited 

and Todd Tobiasz in his 1936 Cadillac V-8 Convertible Sedan. Car clubs included the SSR CCCA, the St. Louis Region 

Cadillac & La Salle Club, the Oldsmobile Club, Jaguar Club and the AACA. Photos below are by Phil Taxman and Don 

Hoelscher of the Spirit of St. Louis Region CCCA and  Gerald Burns of the Oldsmobile Club.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

A view of the entrance to the impressive Crown Valley Winery at St. Genevieve, Missouri. A nice way to end a 

beautiful fall tour and enjoy a wine tasting session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The annual Spirit of St. Louis Region CCCA Picnic 

 

 
 
The Spirit of St. Louis Region CCCA annual picnic was held on October 23 at the beautiful home of Thomas and Kristy 

Quick and family in south St. Louis County. A good number of members showed up for the great food, interesting cars 

and friendly fellowship and conversation. Bob Radel brought his 1938 Packard 1603 Touring Sedan, Todd Tobiasz 

brought his 1936 Cadillac Convertible Sedan and Chad Thomas Brought his 1940 Buick Limited Sedan. Phil Taxman 

brought his newly restored Willys Jeepster (NC). Jack Folluo also brought his black 1931 355A Seven-Passenger Sedan.  

Members enjoyed the quiet scenery, wonderful facilities and the great collection of cars from the Thomas and Richard 

Quick collections including J Duesenberg, Auburn, Lincoln and Cadillac Classics. Another building held examples of 

non-Classic Rolls-Royce and Studebaker. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



Visit us on the Web at www.spiritccca.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Spirit of St. Louis Region CCCA was founded in 1985 and chartered in the state of Missouri. The purpose of the 
Classic Car Club®, and its Regions is “to further the development, publication and interchange of technical, historical 
and other information for and among members and other persons who own or are interested in fine or unusual foreign 
or domestic motorcars built between and including the years 1925 and 1948, but including cars built before 1925 that 
are virtually identical to 1925. Full Classics® are distinguished for their representative fine design, high engineering 
standards and superior workmanship; and to promote social intercourse and fellowship among its members, and to 
maintain references upon and encourage the maintenance, restoration, and preservation of all such Classic® cars.”  
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