
 

 

 

 

 

 

Spirit of St. Louis Region 

of the CCCA  

September -October  

2010  

  

September Events  
 

7 Spirit Night  

Grappa Grill St. Charles, MO  

Barb Knudsen Sponsoring  

6:30pm  
 

12 Wheels In Motion Charity  

Car Show  

Westport Plaza  
 

19 HCCM Car Show & Swap Meet  

Queeny Park NON CCA EVENT  

 

25 Wells Fargo Charity Car Show  

Chesterfield Valley  
 

26 Oktoberfest Car Show  

St. Charles, MO  

NON CCCA EVENT 

 

October Events  
 

3 Brass & Nickel Car Show at MOT 

11:00am -2:00pm  

NON CCCA EVENT 
 

6-9 Hershey Swap Meet Hershey, PA  

NON CCCA EVENT 
 

12 Spirit Night  

Amici's in Kirkwood  

Bob Schuman & Betty Moses 

Sponsoring  

6:30pm  
 

17 Museum of Transportation Fall 

Tour/ Cruise In  
 

17 Orphan Car Show at the History 

Museum in Forest  

NON CCCA EVENT 

November Events  
 

14 Annual Meeting Ladue Racquet 

Club  

1:00pm  

 

 

 

 

December Events  

None Scheduled  

January Events  

5-9 National CCCA Annual Meeting 

Palm Beach, Fl  

 
 

 

 

SPARK PLUG  



CLASSIC CAR CLUB OF AMERICA  
 
 
 
 

Board of Managers SSL Region  

 
Spirit Region Officers  

 
Regional Director  

Wendell Smith  
(314) 868-1746   wlsmith@umsl.edu  

 
Project Chairman  

Joel Haffner  
(314) 996-0009   joelstoybox@yahoo.com  

 
Assistant Director  

Don Hoelscher  
(636) 939-9667 

dhoelsch@mail.win.org  
 

Treasurer  

Bob Abbott  
  (618) 465-1898 bob@abbottmachineco.com  

 
Secretary  

Ron Olson  
(314) 831-3728   olsonrsa98@sbcglobal.net  

 
Spirit Magazine Editor  

Allan Franz  
   (636) 398-5599   afranz@centurytel.net  

 
Spirit Magazine Associate Editor  

Walt May  
(314) 434-0499   walt7may@sbcglobal.net  

 
Sparkplug Newsletter Editor  

Shannon Olson  
   (314) 831-3728   olsonrsa98@sbcglobal.net  

 
Webmaster  

Joe Krzan Jr.  
(314) 921-8675  krzanjr@charter.net  

 
 

Membership  

Barb Knudsen  
(636) 947-3069 sweetpeppeolds@aol.com   

 
Activities Chairman  

John Gibson  
 (618) 466-7066   John.Gibson@olinbrass.com  

 

 

 

 

 
2 

John Gibson  

Barbara Knudson  

Glen Pykiet  

Jim Schloeman  

Bob Schuman  

 

Joe Krzan Sr.  

Robert Pass  

Gary Schlueter  

Tom Roberson  

Special Incentive to Bring out 

the Cars  

 
 

By Wendell Smith &  

 Don Hoelscher  
 

The club encourages members to drive their 

Classics® or historic cars to club functions.  This year 

an LED Safety Flasher has been added to the club 

participation awards.  Several members have 

already earned their lights while accumulating 

points by bringing collector vehicles to club events, 

and writing articles for club publications. LED lights 

are awarded to members accumulating 4 or 6 

points dependant on driving a Classic or Antique. 

So far this year 6 members have earned a Safety 

Flasher and several more are close and can earn a 

Safety Flasher with this special incentive.   
  

A special incentive is being extended to 

encourage members to bring their cars out to 

the Wheels in Motion Show  on Sept. 12th  (Club 

participation points at the Wheels in Motion Show 

will be given to those parking their cars with the 

SSRCCCA group by our club banner.) and the 
Museum of Transportation Route 66 Tour/Cruse  

on Oct. 17th (see pages 6 & 8 in this issue of the 

Spark Plug).  Members bringing cars to these 

shows will be awarded double the normal 

points (Full Classics® will receive two points and 

other historic vehicles 25 years or older will be 

awarded one point).  Also, members with Kids 

CARd Club cars bringing their cars and cards 

to the museum on Oct. 17 th will receive an 

additional half point.  
 

Each year the club selects a different existing 

show to support.  This year we are supporting 

Wheels in Motion.  We need to make sure we 

have a respectable turn out since we will be 

featured in a designated area.  

The Oct. 17 event at the Museum of 

Transportation is our final show function for the 

year.  In addition to serving as the culmination 

of the summer show season the event marks 

the final day for the Kids CARd Club.  This 

project was instigated by our club.  Also, Oct. 

17th  will be the final day of the Route 66 Show 

in the museumõs automobile building. 

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=sweetpeppeolds%40aol.com
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Directorôs Column 

 

With my directorõs columns I have 

attempted to provide a different photo 

with each issue of the Spark Plug 

reflecting what I have recently been up 

to car wise.  With many of these photos 

you have seen various stages of 

restoration on my 1927 Rolls Royce.  Since 

I now have the car fairly complete I 

thought it would be appropriate with this 

issue to show the car on the road.  The 

accompanying photo was taken by my 

daughter Carrie on our recent MINI 

CARavan on back highways leading into 

Washington, Missouri.  My son Chris is at 

the wheel.  John Gibson is ahead of us in his 1938 Packard.  Driving rural highways in 

Classics is a majestic experience.  

   

I am pleased that so many of you are participating in our club activities.  We had 

seventy one registered for the MINI CARavan.  If you have not been getting in on the 

fun you have five more opportunities remaining this year.  Official club activities include 

two more Spirit Nights, the Wheels in Motion Car Show  where we will be a featured 

club, the Museum of Transportation Fall Tour and Show, and our November annual 

meeting. Details on all of these upcoming events are reflected in this issue of the Spark 

Plug.  

 

Under the leadership of Dr. Tom Roberson the nominating committee is attempting to 

finalize a list of candidates for club leadership positions for the coming year.  Board 

members serve a three year staggered term (one third of the board positions are open 

each year).  Officers are elected annually; the regional director position has a three 

year term limit (my term as director will end at this yearõs annual meeting).  I think it is 

healthy that our club has a regular change in leadership.  This change allows more 

members an opportunity to become involved, brings us new ideas, and keeps us from 

overworking individual members.   Please contact Tom ASAP if you are willing to serving 

on the board, becoming an officer, or chairing one of our committees.  

 

Keep um on the road,  

Wendell Smith, Regional Director  
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On The Cover  

Stutz  

hroughout its history, Stutz was known as a producer of fast and luxurious cars.  The company was founded as the 

Ideal Motor Car Company in Indianapolis , Indiana  in 1911 by Ohio born Harry C. Stutz.  

Much like Henry Ford, Stutz was fascinated by engines and machinery while growing up on his familyõs farm. Building his 

first òhorseless carriageó in 1897 at the age of 21, Stutz decided to learn everything he could about automobiles.  Working 

for firms in the industry, Stutz held positions in a tire corporation, a carburetor company, and transmission firm.  By 1910 

Stutz felt he could produce a car of his own design.  
 

 Ideal Motor Car Co. entered a car in the 1911 Indianapolis 500  (this racer took only 5 weeks to 

build) and placed 11th, earning it the slogan, "the car that made good in a day". The next year, 

renamed the Stutz Motor Company, Stutz began selling high -performance roadsters like the famous 

Stutz Bearcat . The Bearcat featured a 4 -cylinder T -head engine with four valves per cylinder, one of 

the earliest multi -valve  engines. Stutz has also been credited with the development of "the under -

slung chassis", an invention that greatly enhanced the safety and cornering of motor vehicles and 

one that is still in use today.  
 

Stutz was forced to raise money to fund his automobile production, eventually selling the company 

in 1919 after a falling out with the company's major stockholders.  In 1922, three Stutz investors, one 

of whom was Charles M. Schwab , gained control of the company. In 1923 the new owners brought in Frederick Ewan 

Moskowics , formerly of Daimler , Marmon , and Franklin. Moskowics quickly refocused the company as a developer of 

sports cars .  The new designs featured safety glass, a low center of gravity  for better handling , and a hill -holding 

transmission called "Noback".  
 

In 1927, a Stutz set a world record for speed, averaging 68  mph for 24 hours. The following year, a 4.9 liter Stutz finished 

second at the 24 Hours of Le Mans ,  the best result for an American car until 1966. That same year, development engineer 

and racing driver Frank Lockhart  used a pair of supercharged 1.5 liter DOHC engines in his Stutz Black Hawk Special  

streamliner  LSR car, while Stutz set another speed record at Daytona , reaching 106.53  mph in the hands of Gil Anderson . In 

1929, three Stutz's, with bodies designed by Gordon Buehrig  and powered by a 155 hp  322ci (5.3 liter) supercharged  

straight 8  ran at Le Mans, piloted by Edouard Brisson, George Eyston  (of land speed racing  fame), and co -drivers Philippe 

de Rothschild  and Guy Bouriat; de Rothschild and Bouriat placed fifth after the other two cars fell out with split fuel tanks.  
 

Many rich, famous people of the classic era owned Stutz motor cars.  Walter Winchell, Clark Gable, F. Scott Fitzgerald, 

and Gary Cooper  are just a few who were seen enjoying their Stutzs.  

The last Stutz was manufactured in 1934 after a total of  35,000 cars were produced during the companyõs 25-year history. 

The former Indianapolis factory is today known as the Stutz Business Center and is home to more than eighty artists, 

sculptors, photographers, designers, architects, and craftsmen.  
 

Rebirth: Stutz Motor Car of America  

In August 1968, New York banker James O'Donnell  raised funds and incorporated Stutz Motor 

Car of America. A prototype of a Stutz Blackhawk  was produced by Ghia.  All these cars 

used General Motors  running gear, featuring perimeter -type chassis frames , automatic 

transmission, power steering , and power brakes with discs at the front. They were lavishly 

furnished, with electric windows, air conditioning, central locking, electric seats and leather 

upholstery. The sedans featured a console for beverages  in the rear seat. Engines were large 

V8s, but by 1984 the Victoria, Blackhawk and Bearcat were using a 160 horsepower 5,736 cc 

unit and the Royale a 6,962 cc Oldsmobile  unit developing a modest 180  horsepower.  

This incarnation of Stutz had some reasonable success selling newly designed Blackhawks, 

Bearcats, Royale Limousines, IV Portes, and Victorias. Elvis Presley bought the first Blackhawk 

in 1971and later purchased three more. Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, and Sammy Davis Jr. all 

owned Stutz cars, as did Evel Knievel and numerous Sheiks and Shahs, entertainers, royalty, 

and barons of business from around the world. However, owing to their extraordinary cost - a 

Royale limousine cost $285,000 and a Blackhawk coupé over $115,000 in 1984 - production 

was very limited and it is believed only 617 cars were built from 1971to 1995.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianapolis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianapolis_500
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stutz_Bearcat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-valve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_M._Schwab
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Frederick_Ewan_Moskowics&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Frederick_Ewan_Moskowics&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daimler
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marmon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_%28automobile%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Safety_car
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Center_of_gravity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Car_handling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/24_Hours_of_Le_Mans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Lockhart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streamliner
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_speed_record
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daytona
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gil_Anderson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Buehrig
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horsepower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supercharger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straight_engine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Eyston
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_Speed_Record
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippe_de_Rothschild
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippe_de_Rothschild
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_O%27Donnell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stutz_Blackhawk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Motors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_on_frame
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automatic_transmission
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automatic_transmission
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power_steering
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beverage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oldsmobile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/US_dollar


1932 Stutz 8 DV-32 Bearcat  
 

This Stutz Bearcat, owned by SSR CCCA member Rick Abbott has been in his family since 1951.   

Rick writes;  
Here is one of the earliest photos (top right) taken shortly after Dad bought it off of a used car lot in Wood River for 

$805.00 in 1951  You might notice some "slight" body modifications.  All of these were later put back to original but I have 
always wondered who did all of this very elaborate (unfortunately ugly) work. 

At this point the car still had the original engine but with a substituted SV16 Single Overhead Cam head.  Apparently the 
factory supplied this head as a replacement whenever the DV-32 DO head cracked (most of them did) 

Here's a later photo taken when Dad and Mom were snowbirds in Arizona in the late 1990's.  This is the same paint job, 
partial restoration, that  I did in about 1980 - 1982.  The blue and white paint scheme was right, just the wrong shade of 

blue.  This time around, some 30 years on, I am painting the blue the correct "cobalt" blue.  The engine by this time was a 
complete DV32 from a sedan chassis that I think came from CA.  The original block with SV head joined a shortened 29 

chassis that found its' way to Florida I believe.  Ernie Toth had some hand in this part of the story 

 

Editorôs Note:  Thank you Rick for providing this issues Classic È Pin-up!  Rick shared 
with me that this is the first time the Bearcat has been seen since the  late 80ôs.  I hope 
our readers enjoy this glimpse into our clubs past!   We can not wait to see the new 
restoration on this beautiful Classic®!  

Classic ® Pinup  

5 

 


