
 

 

 

 

 

 

Spirit of St. Louis Region 

of the CCCA  

SPARK PLUG  

May - June  

2010  

May Events  
 

4 Spirit Night  

Maloneõs Pub & Grill  

St. Peters, MO 

Don & Joan Hoelscher Sponsoring  

6:30pm  
 

10 Board Meeting  

Fred Guytonõs 7:00pm 
 

14 - 15 CCCA New South Region 

Grand Classic Stone Mountain, GA  
 

16 Museum of Transportation  

The Classics Car Show 11:00 -2:00pm  
 

19-22 Oil Belt Region Tour  

Arkansas  

 

23 Kemp Auto Show  

June Events  
 

1 Spirit Night  

Spiroõs on Natural Bridge 

Wendell Smith & Don Gutting 

Sponsoring  

6:30pm  
 

5 Grand Classic & CCA Experience  

Hickory Corners, MI  
 

13 North County Garage Tour  

Including Bissell House & Picnic  

 

19-28 Pacific Northwest CARavan  

Seattle, WA  
 

20 Fatherõs Day òCars With Classó 

Show at MOT  

 

July Events  

 

June 30 -   July 3 AACA 75th 

Anniversary Meet  

Louisville, KY 
 

6 Spirit Night  

McGurkõs Public House OõFallon, MO 

Glen & Janice Pykiet Sponsoring  

6:30pm  
 

8-11 IOLA 

Iola, WI  
 

10 Michigan & Colorado Grand 

Classics 
 

12 Board Meeting  

Wendell Smithõs  

6:30pm  

  



CLASSIC CAR CLUB OF AMERICA  
 
 
 
 

Board of Managers SSL Region  

 
Spirit Region Officers  

 
Regional Director  

Wendell Smith  
(314) 868-1746   wlsmith@umsl.edu  

 
Project Chairman  

Joel Haffner  
(314) 996-0009   joelstoybox@yahoo.com  

 
Assistant Director  

Don Hoelscher  
(636) 939-9667 

dhoelsch@mail.win.org  
 

Treasurer  

Bob Abbott  
  (618) 465-1898 bob@abbottmachineco.com  

 
Secretary  

Ron Olson  
(314) 831-3728   olsonrsa98@sbcglobal.net  

 
Spirit Magazine Editor  

Allan Franz  
   (636) 398-5599   afranz@centurytel.net  

 
Spirit Magazine Associate Editor  

Walt May  
(314) 434-0499   walt7may@sbcglobal.net  

 
Sparkplug Newsletter Editor  

Shannon Olson  
   (314) 831-3728   olsonrsa98@sbcglobal.net  

 
Webmaster  

Joe Krzan Jr.  
(314) 921-8675  krzanjr@charter.net  

 
 

Membership  

Barb Knudsen  
(636) 947-3069 sweetpeppeolds@aol.com   

 
Activities Chairman  

John Gibson  
 (618) 466-7066   John.Gibson@olinbrass.com  
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John Gibson  

Barbara Knudson  

Glen Pykiet  

Jim Schloeman  

Bob Schuman  

 

Joe Krzan Sr.  

Robert Pass  

Gary Schlueter  

Tom Roberson  

The Greasy Gumshoe 

wants YOU!  

Do you have a knowledge of 

technical issues that occur in 

Classics®?  Do you know how to fix  

these issues or have  an archive of 

information involving the mechanics 

of fixing Classic ® problems?  Then 

the Spark Plug needs you!   

Under the current judging publication 

standards from National, all publications need 

to include a Tech article.  The Spark Plug is 

looking for someone to write a regular Tech 

article or column bi -monthly .  This could be an 

individual or a group project.  The tech advice 

can be on a question and answer basis or a    

written article .   If you (or someone you know) 

are interested, please                                              

contact the editor.  

ñCruise Nightò at the Museum 

of Transportation  

 July 16, 2010 5:30pm - 8:30pm  
Cars are urged to arrive early!  

  

On July 16th the Museum of Transportation has 

invited all St. Louis area car clubs and their mem-

bers and families  to come out for a casual gath-

ering of automobiles with live music, food and 

fun!   

  

All children interested in participating in the Kidõs 

CARd Club program will be entertained by Dr. 

Tom & Chaille Roberson reading their stories 

about òPenny The Packardó!  After the stories 

children will be given coloring pages to color 

their very own Packard and crayons sponsored 

by Ron & Shannon Olson.  And donõt forget the 

trading cards!  Children will have 6 to collect that 

evening.  

 

Any collector or antique vehicle is welcome at 

the MOTõs 1st Annual Cruise Night! 
  

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=sweetpeppeolds%40aol.com
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Directorôs Column 
 

 Word has it that several members 

have been speculating that my 1927 Rolls 

no longer runs after having taken part in the 

Memphis CARavan.  Just to prove the Rolls 

does, in fact, still run, the accompanying 

photo was recently taken at the Museum of 

Transportation.  I drove the Rolls out to the 

museum when participating in an 

automobile committee meeting.  I also took 

some promotional photos for the Kid`s 

CARd Club we will be featuring at the 

Classics Show.  We will be hosting this show 

along with AACA and The Cadillac LaSalle 

Club at the museum on Sunday May 16 th.    

Twenty two car owners have ordered 

trading cards featuring their vehicles to give 

to kids attending the show.   This is part of 

the community wide initiative that we are 

participating in to better connect with 

young families and kids. Be sure to bring 

your kids, grandkids, and youngsters from 

your community.  The Card Club provides 

some exciting activities for youngsters.  The workshop feature at our show will be on car 

photography.   For more information see  www.KidsCardClub.org.   

 This past month I attended the Pre -War Swap Meet in Chickasha, Oklahoma.  Since 

retiring I have been trying to attend this meet each year.  The meet is held at the Grady County 

fairgrounds.  Incidentally, this venue is about a half a mile from my grandparent`s old farm.  

About half of the vendors are in the inside arenas while the other half are outside.  If you are 

interested in pre -war parts this is one of the best meets to attend.  At the meet I saw Spirit 

members Richard and Thomas Quick, Chad Thomas, George Dorris, Gerry Perschbacher, Mark 

Hyman, Aaron Ford, and former members Marc Ohm and Brian Martin.  I am sure others were 

there as well.  I only attended one of the three days.  Attendees come to Chickasha from all 

over the country.  In addition to seeing Spirit members I saw several national CCCA members.   

 Be sure to mark your club calendars for upcoming events that are publicized in this 

newsletter.  In addition to the Classic Show at the Museum of Transportation we will have Spirit 

Nights on May 4th and June 1st.  On June 13th  we will have a shop tour and club picnic.  In July 

we will be participating in the Cruise Night that will be held at the Transportation Museum from 5

-8 PM on Friday July 16th.  If you plan to attend the Cruise night try to arrive by 4:30 PM. The 

museum is anticipating 250 cars.  Remember all of these events count towards our new club 

participation LED safety light award.  You earn more points when driving a classic; however, any 

special interest car 25 years or older is welcome at our club functions and will earn participation 

points.  

The show season is here.  Get those cars out of the garage and enjoy 

them!  
 

Sincerely,  

Wendell Smith, Regional Director      

 

 

SSR CCCA Board Meeting  
Monday May 10, 2010  

7:00pm  
Fred Guytonõs New Facility 

1203  Ambassador Blvd.  
Creve Coeur, MO 63132  



    n just 36 short years, the Auburn automobile rose 

and fell as one of the most innovative, finely 

engineered and superbly styled automobiles at a 

reasonable price in America. The Auburn Automobile 

Company was established in 1900 and incorporated in 

1903 for the purpose of manufacturing horseless carriages. 

By 1903, Cycle and Automobile Trade Journal was 

reporting that a single -cylinder, Auburn gasoline engine 

car could be bought for $1,400, including side lamps and a 

tool kit.  

Auburn automobiles earned a reputation for extraordinary 

performance and endurance on the race track by 1910, 

when factory superintendent Melvin Leasure won the 40 -

horsepower class stock car race at the Oklahoma State 

Fairgrounds, at the average speed of 42 mph. Speed and 

endurance would be a part of Auburn's reputation for 

years to come. In 1927, race driver Wade Morton set a new 

speed and endurance record for 10,000 miles in an Auburn 

8-88 roadster, at a phenomenal average speed of 72 mph 

in the last 1,000 miles. Morton set a record of 108 mph for 

"the flying mile" at Daytona Beach, Fla., in 1928.  

The Auburn crossed over into high style with the òBeauty 

Six,ó introduced in 1919. The Beauty Six set a sales record 

for the company that year at 6,062 units. However, a bad 

economy slowed sales every year until 1923, and the 

company was in trouble.  

The Auburn automobile got new life in 1924, when E.L. 

Cord came to the company from Chicago and executed 

the legendary sale of 700 black -painted Auburns, sitting 

unsold on the factory lot, by painting them in bright, two -

toned color schemes. Cord also cut the price, launched a 

national advertising campaign and infused enthusiasm 

into Auburn dealers.  

The year 1925 

saw more 

success with 

the 

introduction of 

the lowest -

priced eight -

cylinder car in 

the country at 

$1,895 for a 

touring car, as 

well as the mid -

year entry of 

the Auburn 6 -

66 and 8 -88.  

Both designs were influenced by 

Cord. Cord paid off his Chicago 

investors and owned Auburn 

Automobile Company by November 1925.  

The famous Auburn Speedster, with its sassy boattail stern, 

debuted in 1928 with a Straight -Eight engine. However, the 

stunning Alan Leamy redesign of the 1931 Auburn set an all

-time sales record and won wide acceptance among the 

car -buying public. Only one model, the 8 -98 (eight 

cylinders, 98 horsepower), was offered that year.  

The Auburn continued to be a car of innovation and value 

with the introduction of a new  Lycoming V -12 engine, two -

speed Dual -Ratio axle and the very low price of $1,425 for 

a coupe in 1932.  

The final body style came in 1934 from Alan Leamy, with all

-steel construction. However, sales did not improve and 

Duesenberg designer Gordon Buehrig was brought in to 

redesign the Auburn line for 1935. Buehrig created some of 

the most beautiful Auburns ever built and high 

performance continued with a supercharged, eight -

cylinder engine.  

It was not enough. Sales plummeted again in 1936, and 

production ceased with a grand total of over 177,000 

Aubursn, Cords and Duesenbergs made. E.L. Cord sold his 

Cord Corporation companies in 1937 and the Auburn 

motorcar passed into history.  

From www.automobilemuseum.org  the website of the 

Auburn Cord Duesenburg Museum.  
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On The Cover  

Auburn  

http://www.automobilemuseum.org

