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John Gibson
Barbara Knudson Joe Krzan Sr.
Glen Pykiet Robert Pass

Gary Schlueter
Tom Roberson

Jim Schloeman
Bob Schuman

Spirit Region Officers

Regional Director
Wendell Smith
(314) 868-1746 wlsmith@umsl.edu

Project Chairman
Joel Haffner
(314) 996-0009 joelstoybox@yahoo.com

Assistant Director
Don Hoelscher
?636) 939-9667

dhoelsch@mail.win.org

Treasurer
Bob Abbott _
(618) 465-1898 bob@abbottmachineco.com

Secretary
Ron Olson
(314) 831-3728 olsonrsa98@sbcglobal.net

Spirit Magazine Editor
Allan Franz
(636) 398-5599 afranz@centurytel.net

Spirit Magazine Associate Editor
Walt May
(314) 4340499 walt7may@sbcglobal.net

Sparkplug Newsletter Editor
Shannon Olson
(314) 831-3728 olsonrsa98@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster
Joe Krzan Jr.
(314) 921-8675 krzanjr@charter.net

Membership
Barb Knudsen
(636) 947-3069 sweetpeppeolds@aol.com

Activities Chairman
John Gibson _
(618) 466-7066 John.Gibson@olinbrass.com
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Correction

In the January/February issue of the Spark Plug,
page 4 the photos for the Greasy Gumshoe
article were switched.
Photo 1 should be the red Rolls and photo 2
should be of the non classic Chevy coil springs.

We apologize for any confusion.

Photo | - Rolls Royce
Phantom
| positioned on car lift to
allow negative weight on
leaf springs.

Photo 2 8 1940 Chevrolet (nc)
shown in
storage with jack stands
positioned on chassis to take

car weight off coil springs.

C The Greasy Gumshoe
wants YOU!

Do you have a knowledge of
/ technical issues that occur in
Classicse? Do you know how to fix
9 these issues or have an archive of
information involving the mechanics
of fixing Classic e problems? Then
the Spark Plug needs you!

Under the current judging publication

standards from National, all publications need

to include a Tech article. The Spark Plug is

looking for someone to write a regular Tech
article or column bi  -monthly . This could be an
individual or a group project. The tech advice

can be on a question and answer basis or a
written article . If you (or someone you know)

are interested, please
contact the editor.



http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=sweetpeppeolds%40aol.com

Directoros Col umn

| don’t know about you but | am ready for

winter to be over so we can take our Classics
out on the road. For me winter is typically a time
for getting my collector cars ready for warm
season driving enjoyment. Even though you
may be able to tell from the accompanying
photo | am not quite road ready with the 27
Rolls (note missing front doors) | am getting
anxious to get the car off the lift and out of my
shop.

Those of us participating on the Memphis
CARavan last fall encountered a considerable
amount of rain. When | first commenced my
restoration | did not think | would have my car
out in the elements very much. When finishing
the walnut wood on the running boards, the
windshield stations etc. | initially used tong oil.
The finish looked great until it was subjected to

SSR CCCA Board Meeting

water. My major winter project on the car has Thursday March 8, 2010
been removing the windshield, front doors, 6:30am

battery box and running boards and re -finishing 1350 Chambers Rd.
the wood with marine - grade polyurethane. | St. Louis, MO 63137

just about have all of the wood sealed up
hopefully to allow it to withstand exposure to any potential element of nature.

Thanks again, primarily to the fine work of activities chairman John Gibson, we are developing a
wonderful array of club activities for the coming year. | have found that a good way to keep up on

things is to note events on the club calendar as they are announced in the Spark Plug.

John is always open to suggestions and ideas. Please let John know if you would like to sponsor a Spirit
Night or help line up a monthly activity. One of the things we are currently focusing on is reserving a
venue for our Nov. 14 th annual meeting. As you know we have started a tradition of moving the meeting
to an interesting site each year. For the coming year we are looking for a country club or a comparable
venue in the southern or western portion of the metropolitan area. If you have a suggestion please
contact John or me as soon as possible.

As has been the case the last two years we started 2010 with a leadership retreat. The retreat allows
committee chairs to brainstorm ideas with board colleagues. Last year, for example, the club calendar
that Walt May developed was an outgrowth of the retreat. This year the board discussed action steps on
the new initiative. This is a project designed to allow the club to engage more with young families and
kids (Kids® CARd Club). This project is explained in an article in this issue. At the leadership retreat we also
discussed how we could become more proactive in supporting things we believe in. For example, the
board authorized gifts of $500.00 each to the Museum of Transportation and to McPherson College (see
accompanying copies of letters explaining the intent of these donations). Lastly, the board initiated a
practice to start sending $100 memorial donations to the national CCCA Museum at Hickory Corners,
Michigan. These donations will be made in the names of club members that we unfortunately lose during
the year. The museum in turn will send a notice to the deceased member’s family that the donation has
been made.

Keep um Rolling, N
Wendell Smith —

Regional Director E




The Greasy Gumshoe: Tech Tips for the Classic owner
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Chrome Job: Tips to getting your shiny bits looking right T
No restoration project is complete without a beautiful chrome job. When done right, it turns a {
dingy classic into a gleaming triumph. If you hit it wrong, though, the effect can be like a b
glamorous model with a big zit.

Restore or Replace?
To get some tips on correct chroming, we went to Shaver Automotive Restoration, a company that
specializes in revitalizing hot rods and classic cars. Jim Luyk showed us a table full of metal trim pieces
that were in need of attention. Some could be repaired, while others were just too far gone, and would
be a waste of time to have re  -plated.

To decide which pieces are worth saving, the first step is a careful inspection, both inside and out. In
addition to any dents or dings, look for corrosion and poor welds. Minor pitting on the surface is not
usually a problem, but if rust is starting to eat away at the metal, the part may need to be replaced. The
problem is that if the metal is too thin, during grinding and polishing the friction produces heat that can
distort the surface and create ripples.

Protect
After the part has been chromed, Luyk recommends coating the inner surface with a rustproof silver paint
in order to protect against corrosion that can migrate to the outer surface. One more tip: he says that a
lot of chrome shops have long lead times, so start on those trim parts first, because you may have to wait
several weeks or even months before you see them again.

Use a felt-tip pen to mark areas

Corners are especially Surface pitting is usually not
that need repair. Smaller dings can susceptible to damage, so serious, but any dents that go
be fixed by the chrome plater, but check them carefully. into the metal will require filling.

larger ones may need some
welding before sending them out.
Threaded studs and boltholes This inner surface has been Use a bead or sand -blaster to
may need to be re -threaded or cleaned of rust and coated with remove scales and corrosion.
drilled out and replaced to silver paint to prevent corrosion Don't make the mistake of
ensure solid fastening. from migrating to the outer chroming over rust, because
surface. chrome platers usually won't
ﬁ bother to remove it, and it will
I — —— eventually come to the surface.
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